
Inside this issue: 
2  From the park’s blog: Wildflowers are returning to park 
3  Beavers live in the in park! 
4  Friends of Silver Falls seasonal walks, days, times, start points 
4  Wildflower photos from past springs  
5  Silver Falls remembered - history 
6  Coming: Birding & Wildflower Festival, Historic Silver Falls 

Dennis Lucas takes 

helm of Silver Falls 

State Park 

 
SILVER FALLS STATE PARK has a new employee, Park 
Manager Dennis Lucas. He traded places with Kevin Strandberg, 
who’s now the manager of Willamette Mission State Park, sever-
al smaller parks, many greenways, the state capitol, and more. 
 Dennis is a veteran of the Oregon Parks and Recrea-
tion Department (OPRD). He is a veteran of veterans. His 
grandfather, father, uncle, and two brothers have been managers 
of state parks in Oregon. Brother Paul is a former park manager 
of Silver Falls State Park. Dennis is thus a third generation park 
manager. The word dynasty comes to mind. 
 Dennis, an Oregon native son, lived his infancy at Myr-
tle Point. His father’s career with OPRD took the family to 
parks in Bandon, Bullards Beach, Sunset Bay, Ft. Stevens, and 
LaGrande, where his father won promotion to regional manager.  
 Fresh out of high school, Dennis found employment 
with a retail business in LaGrande. Later, he followed in the 
steps of his kin to begin his own parks career. He worked as a 
seasonal employee at Detroit Lake Recreation Area before hired 
to a permanent job there. He left Detroit Lake after 20 years to 
take a promotion to park manager of Sunset Bay State Park. 

Another promotion a year later pushed him further up the park 
manager ranks to Beachside State Recreation Site on the Central 
Oregon Coast, where he worked for five years. His next promo-
tion made him manager of Farewell Bend State Recreation Site 
on the Oregon-Idaho border, where he worked for another five 
years, until he became the manager of Willamette Mission State 
Park north of Salem. A mere six months later, he took charge of 
the state’s largest park at Silver Falls. So far, Dennis has clocked 
30 years with OPRD. 
 No surprise, Dennis knows a lot about Oregon’s park 
system. Actually, early in our conversation, I formed the impres-
sion he’s a walking park encyclopedia of knowledge and experi-
ences. During our meeting, for example, he explained the fasci-
nating process of cleaning the glass enclosing the beacon at the 
top of the Heceta Head Lighthouse in the Beachside parks area. 

The cleaning 
process requires workers 
to exercise extreme cau-
tion in cleaning each of 
358 glass pieces, or 
prisms, held gently in 
place with silicone at the 
top of the lighthouse. 
One worker works in-
side the lighthouse, an-
other outside. They must clean each piece in unison and apply 
the same exact pressure at the same time to avoid dislodging the 
glass from its delicate framework. The assembly is delicate yet 
capable of withstanding high coastal wind gusts. 

The “management unit” of the Farewell Bend park and 
its far flung associated park properties spreads over distances so 
lengthy that he had to drive four hours one-way to get to the 
farthest park property. 
 Dennis’s avocations are outdoor recreations including 
camping, fishing, hunting, and boating. His and his father’s park 
careers have introduced him to many places in Oregon. Still, he 
confines his off-duty travels to Oregon. 
 The goals Dennis has set for the park generally concen-
trate on maintaining and improving the parks existing infrastruc-
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ture (roads, trails, parking lots, guardrails, bridges, etc.) and his-
toric structures, for example, the buildings constructed by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in the day-use area. This places the 
most emphasis on care for the park’s existing facilities, less on  
building new ones. 
 Dennis and his wife of 30 years are parents of two chil-
dren, a daughter 26 years old, and a son 24.  

Asked what he would like newsletter readers to know 
about him, he said, “I am a very dedicated OPRD employee who 
puts family values first. I love the job I get to do every day and 
whom we get to do it for. My biggest reward is to see visitors in 
our parks having a good time and laughing. It’s at that time I 
know we are helping visitors and their families create that life-
long memory.” 
 Welcome, Dennis, to Silver Falls State Park. 

Wildflowers are  

returning to park 

 
THESE PHOTOS were copied from Discover Silver Falls, 
“a blog about what’s happening at Silver Falls State Park.” Take 
a look around the blog. Web address: 

silverfallsstatepark.wordpress.com 
The photos show two early emerging wildflowers, the 

oaks toothwort in the biggest photo and the snow queen in the two 
smaller photos. They are harbingers of spring’s fast approaching 
blooming season.  
 The blog credits Matt Palmquist, the Friends of Silver 
Falls Park Interpreter, “for the great pictures with his new macro 
picture app – meaning there will be many more pictures to 
come!” 

Silver Falls Newsletter 
Silver Falls Newsletter is the quarterly publication of Friends 
of Silver Falls State Park. Editor: Andy Nelson. All writing 
by the editor unless otherwise noted. 
 

Friends of Silver Falls State Park 
 

E-mail address: admin@friendsofsilverfalls.net 
Mailing address: Silver Falls State Park, 20024 Silver 
      Falls Highway SE, Sublimity, Oregon 97385 
Phones: Administrator’s office (503) 873-8735 
              Nature Store (503) 873-3495 
Website address: www.friendsofsilverfalls.net 
Blog: silverfallsstatepark.workdpress.com 
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Mission 
To further the educational and interpretive opportunities 
available to park visitors; to promote and enhance the 
historical, natural, and recreational resources within the 
park; and to assist with park improvements and educa-
tional programs compatible with the nature of Silver Falls 
State Park. 
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Beavers live 

in the park! 

A marvelous addition to the wildlife near the day use area. 
 

THESE PHOTOGRAPHS, copied from the Silver Falls State 
Park blog, show the work of beavers located in a creek near the 
park’s campground. As the blog says, “you can see our resident 
beavers have been doing what they do best—creating wetlands. 
As seen from the Nature Trail around the campground, our bea-
vers have been making dams, gnawing young trees, and even 
trying their hand—er, paw—at being lumberjacks by taking 
down some larger red alder trees.” 
 
BEAVERS ARE BIG RODENTS, huge compared with other 
rodents, ranging from 35 pounds up to an impressive 65 pounds, 

measuring three to four feet in length.1  
They are nocturnal, so people seldom see them, and 

when they do, it’s often when the beavers are sunning them-

selves, sometimes at dusk when they’re felling trees.2 
Beavers are like humans because both species of 

mammals do what other mammals don’t do. They significantly 
change their environment rather than just adapt to it the way 
they find it. Both species take down trees to use for building 
structures. Both build houses. Both build dams, which can create 
dramatic, long lasting alterations to local plant and animal habi-
tat. Imagine the impact a beaver dam would have creating a lake 
or expanding a wetland or opening a forested area to sunlight.  

Humans hunted and trapped beavers to near extinc-
tion, but they’ve made a comeback in some areas under protec-
tion of government regulations and parks. Their waterproof fur 
serves them well in surviving in their watery environment, but 
turned into pelts by trapping and skinning, beavers became a 
much-sought commodity beginning when Europeans came to 
North America. During the Colonial Era, beaver hats, a men’s 
fashion accessory, reached raging popularity, including in Eu-
rope. Fortunes were made by harvesting beavers for their pelts.  

Beaver pelts underpinned the wealth of John Jacob As-
tor, who founded a trading company at the site of today’s city of 
Astoria in 1811. Historical evidence hints at the possibility that 
beavers enticed trappers from Astoria to come to the Silver Falls 
area as early as 1812. Astor sent an expedition led by business 
partner Duncan McDougall into the Willamette Valley to ex-
plore and to procure beavers through trapping and trading with 

indigenous peoples.3 They followed the Willamette River north 
for 500 miles. Beavers prefer habitats dominated by streams and 
small rivers because they are easier to manage by beaver engi-
neers than wide, deep rivers like the Willamette. It’s thus possi-
ble the expedition diverted off the Willamette River to follow 
the Pudding River and its tributaries into Silver Falls to trap bea-

vers.4 If so, McDougall and his followers were likely the first 
non-native people in the Silver Falls area. 

If McDougall did make it to Silver Falls, are the park 
beavers descendants of those present when it happened? Proba-
bly they are. 

                                                   
     

1
 Tamara Eder, Mammals of Washington and Oregon, Lone Pine Publish-

ing, Renton, WA, 2002. 

     
2
 Ibid. 

    3 Alexander Ross, Adventures of the First Settlers in the Oregon or Co-

lumbia River 1810-1913, Oregon University Press, Corvallis, 1904. 

    4 Andrew K. Nelson, The History of  Silver Falls, Aumsville, Oregon, 2013. 

 Beavers are found throughout Oregon in areas of suit-
able habitat with trees and water.  

Images of a beaver appear in great abundance in Ore-
gon, centered at Oregon State University. The beaver is the mas-
cot of the university’s athletic teams, The Oregon State Beavers. 
Benny the Beaver is the mascot’s official name. 
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Friends of Silver 

Falls seasonal walks 

They start this spring.  
 

►All walks leave from the South Falls Lodge in the day-use 
area and begin at 2:00 p.m. 
►Reservations can be made for group walks on days other 
than shown below. For more information about the walks, 
call Lou Nelson, (503) 581-4155. 
 

Silver Falls in a Nutshell 
Patti Lindquist leads visitors through one of Silver Falls’ 
wetlands to learn about the plants that grow there.  
Day: Wednesday. 
Time it takes: One easy hour. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Walk in the Mist Zone 
Earl McCollum takes visitors behind South Falls for a 
two-mile walk in the canyon highlighting and explaining facts 
about the blooming plants as well as other plants along the trail. 
Day: Thursday. 
Time it takes: Two hours. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Walk Through History 
Lou Nelson leads visitors, with booklets and antique pho-
tos in hand, on a walk featuring the historic buildings in the day-
use area. Visitors also watch and 8-minute film on the history of 
the park. An ADA accessible easy walk. 
Day: Tuesday. 
Time it takes: One hour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wildflower photos 

from springs past 

 

Calypso Orchid, 2010                                 Andy Nelson 

 
 
Vine maple blossoms, 2012                      Andy. Nelson 
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Silver Falls  

remembered 
Excerpts from “Silver Creek Falls Revisited,” an article by Robert Wilson 
(Bob) Humphries (1923-2001) that appeared in Marion County His-
tory, a publication of the Marion County Historical Society, Volume XV, 
1998. Reprinted here with permission. Humphreys was a farmer and com-
munity leader in Marion County. He served on many boards and commis-
sions and was a member of local historical societies including Marion Coun-
ty’s. All photos are from the park’s archives. 
 
“WE HAD GONE FISHING and when we got back to camp 
we found a bunch of hogs had gotten into our tent and really 
made a mess of everything, including our food.” I remember 
that as one of the stories my father told me about camping and 
fishing at Silver Creek Falls in the late 1890s and early 1900s. 
 In those days, the area around Silver Creek was known 
as “snag country” because of the huge forest fire that had 

burned over much of the falls area. According to The Oregonian, 
the fire covered 990,000 acres in 1865. It left the falls and most 
of the surrounding mountains in a forest of dead trees. Early 
pictures and paintings show the snags all around (photo above). 
I remember grandfather, who was 10 years old in 1865, telling of 
the smoke from the fire. He said it was weeks before it finally 
burned itself out. 
 Fishing in Silver Creek was great in those days. On 
camping trips, one or two would get out of the wagon a mile or 
so below the falls and fish up the creek, while others would drive 
on to the campsite, generally at the top of the South Falls. I re-
call my grandfather wondering how the fish got above and be-

tween all the falls—did the Indians plant them?—the birds carry 
them?—an interesting question. 
 All of the falls and their surrounding area were private-
ly owned for many years. There was a small town just above the 
South Falls, given the name of Silver Falls City (photo bottom of 
first column). It consisted of a few houses, a church, dancehall, 
blacksmith shop, store, and a small hotel. There were several 
small sawmills close by at different times. 

 A man named Al 
Faussett (left photo) [went] over 
the falls in a canoe (photo below). 
On July 1, 1928, a huge crowd, 
estimated at several thousand, 
gathered to watch the event. The 
canoe was lined with inner tubes 
to cushion the shock. As the 
schedule time arrived and passed, 
nothing happened. Someone went 
up above the falls to see what was 
holding things up and found Mr. 
Faussett partaking of some liquid 
refreshment to gather enough 
courage to make the plunge. He 

did go over the falls that day 
and only suffered a couple of 
broken bones. Lots of bets 
had been made as to whether 
or not he would survive.  
 At a later event, a 
Model T Ford was sent over 
the falls (right photo). For 
many years, a portion of it 
could be seen in the bottom. 
 June Drake, a pioneer 
photographer from Silverton, 
had long wanted the falls area 
to be made into a national or 
state park. It was largely due to 
his efforts (as well as others) that the State Parks Division pur-
chased 40 acres at the North Falls in 1931. By 1933, the state 
owned 1,268 acres, including all of the falls except Upper North. 

 Much of the work of im-
proving the park—the many trails, 
buildings, tables, etc.—was done by 
the young men at the CCC camp. 
 Sometimes we fail to ap-
preciate things because they are so 
close and we are not so familiar with 
them. But taking people to the falls 
who have not seen them before and 
watching their reaction helps us to 
realize what a natural wonder we 
have—close enough to enjoy when-
ever we wish. 
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38383838thththth    Annual Annual Annual Annual Birding & Birding & Birding & Birding & 

Wildflower FestivalWildflower FestivalWildflower FestivalWildflower Festival    
May 7, Saturday only 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
South Falls day-use area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7777thththth    Annual Annual Annual Annual Historic Historic Historic Historic 

Silver Falls DaySilver Falls DaySilver Falls DaySilver Falls Day 
July 9, Saturday only 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
South Falls day-use area 
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