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Friends of Silver 
Falls honors out-
standing members 

James Dawson, raptor expert, provides entertainment. 
 
FRIENDS OF SILVER FALLS every year meets in April for 
its annual awards dinner. Fifty-three members attended this year. 
Technically, it’s a business meeting. In reality, it celebrates the 
achievements with awards conferred on its outstanding volun-
teer members. Friends president since 2009 and the evening’s 
master of ceremonies, Lou Nelson called the meeting to order in 
the dining room of the Silver Falls Conference Center. 

Two Jims took top honors as Friends of Silver Falls 
volunteers for 2014.  

Jim Thomas was named Volunteer of the Year. Friends 
of Silver Falls Administrator Alison McCall gave high praise to 
Jim in announcing his award. He is a regular volunteer in the 
Nature Store, and he also volunteers for the Christmas Festival, 
and he is a member of the Friends of Silver Fall’s board of direc-
tors.  

Alison noted examples of Jim Thomas’s dedication to 
Friends of Silver Falls. He has purchased merchandise for the 
Nature Store apart from working in the store. He and wife Janet 
have welcomed the board of directors to hold their meetings in 
their house. He has been among volunteers who helped every 
year with the tedious chore of taking the Nature Stores year-end 
inventory. He never flags in greeting store visitors with a friendly 
face and helping them with store purchases. He stays on top of 
what needs attention in the store, such as merchandise that’s 
running low and concerns expressed by store patrons and fellow 
volunteers. He is a Nature Store consignment vendor; his photos 
and handcrafted hiking sticks are among favorite purchases of 
store patrons and profitable for the store. Said Alison, “We are 
lucky to have him on our team.” 

Alison also heaped high 
praise on Jim Campbell, who earned 
recognition as Store Volunteer of the 
Year. She said Jim “has gone above 
and beyond duty many a time.” He 
worked with Alison to “deep clean” 
the store; pulling out all the cabinets 
and cleaning behind them; clearing 

the store of countless cobwebs; “an exhausting and dirty job, but 
he did it without complaint.” He also deep cleaned the store’s 
sink until it shined. Numerous times he has worked in the store 
multiple days in a single week when the store was short of vol-
unteers. He is forever cheerful to store visitors. He is conscious-
ness about the till balancing at the end of the day, even worrying 
about a small discrepancy and phoning the next day. Concluded 
Alison, the award for “Store Volunteer of the Year goes to an 
all-round good guy and hard worker.”  

Park Ranger Ian Fawley singled out four Friends of 
Silver Falls members—Lou Nelson, Earl McCollum, Patti Lind-

quist and Bill Stoddard—for their work on 
behalf of the park and its visitors. He pre-
sented them with an Interpreter’s Survival 
Guide stating the traits he has learned suc-
cessful interpreters possess. It simply says 
on a bookmark size card, “Interpreter Sur-
vival Guide – Lots of energy – Always be 
ready – Have a playful heart.”  To symbol-
ize each trait he presented them with a mug  
and packet of hot cocoa for lots of energy, 

a cooling scarf for the ladies and a flashlight for the gentlemen 
for always being ready, and a deck of cards for a playful heart. 

Jossi Davidson, the longtime treasurer and member of 
the board of directors of Friends of Silver Falls, was not on the 
evening’s schedule of presenters, but he stood in the audience to 
give extemporaneous recognition to Mareo Brown, recently de-
ceased, who willed a generous amount of money to Friends of 
Silver Falls. With eloquence and feeling, he lauded her kindness, 
generosity, and many years of volunteer work for Friends of 
Silver Falls. She was a steadfast Nature Store volunteer for many 
years. She was among the charter members of Friends of Silver 
Falls who had a hand in founding the organization in 1986.  
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The last award was also not on the evening’s schedule.  
Friends Administrator Alison McCaull surprised its recipient, 
Lou Nelson, with the Outstanding Service Award for her achieve-
ments as president for the last seven years. The free-standing 
glass award read, in part, “In appreciation for outstanding dedi-
cation and service.”  Lou was stunned and pleased. The people 
attending endorsed the award with a standing ovation. 

Alison also praised Lou for her nine years of volunteer 
work for Friends of Silver Falls and the park. She has tirelessly 
recruited volunteers for the Nature Store and all the major park 
events (Mother’s Day Birding and Wildflower Festival, Christ-
mas Festival, Historic Silver Falls Days), conducted park visitors 
on her well known tours to explain the history of the park, kept 
the board of directors up on what’s happened and focused on 
actions to benefit the park, maintained good working relations 

between Friends and the park, founded the Canyon Trail Volun-
teers, and much more. In addition to all her other duties, she has 
done landscape maintenance in the day use area surrounding the 
South Falls Lodge. Alison presented the award “in appreciation 
for all she does.” 
 
RAPTOR AUTHORITY James Dawson, his assistant, and 
two of his raptors, a Harris’s hawk and a kestrel hawk, provided 
the evening’s entertainment. He enthralled 
the audience with his beautiful birds and 
with fascinating information about them 
and raptors generally.  

A biology professor at Western 
Oregon University, Jim has conducted 
research on hawks, owls, falcons, and ea-
gles. He has been an advocate for wildlife 
for decades. He collaborated with Nation-
al Geographic magazine to produce a doc-
umentary film on Harris’s hawks which won an Emmy Award. 
Titled Wolves of the Air, it demonstrated that Harris’s hawks hunt 

in packs, going against the commonly held belief that all hawks 
are solitary hunters. The film also won the Animal Behavior So-
ciety's Best Film Award, an award given by research biologists. 

No stranger to Silver Falls State Park, he and his rap-
tors were star attractions in May of this year at the Mother’s Day 
Birding and Wildflower Festival and in July of last year, and 
again in July of this year, at Historic Silver Falls Days. � 
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Board of Directors 
   Lou Nelson, President  Dallas Gibson 
   Earl McCollum, Vice President Andy Nelson 
   Patti Lindquist, Secretary  Kathy Eggiman 
   Jossi Davidson, Treasurer  Carol Vanderwall 
   Jim Thomas    

���� 

Administrator 
Alison McCaull 

 
� 

Mission 
To further the educational and interpretive opportunities 
available to park visitors; to promote and enhance the 
historical, natural, and recreational resources within the 
park; and to assist with park improvements and educa-
tional programs compatible with the nature of Silver Falls 
State Park. 
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Mother’s Day 
Birding & Wildflower 

Festival 
 
THE 37th MOTHER’S DAY FESTIVAL has taken place 
every year since 1977. This year’s estimate of a few short of 
12,000 people attending was a record buster. 
 Rex Swartzendruber and Mark Boyll year after year 
have volunteered their labor just ahead of the start of the festival 
to procure dozens of native plants, put them in containers, and 
carefully arrange them on tables in the South Falls Lodge. Like 
movie set designers, they work behind the scenes. They don’t get 
screen time, but the festival wouldn’t be complete without them. 

Steve Shrunk, renowned birder and owner of the 
business called Paradise Birding based in Bend, conducted tours 
so park visitors could spot birds in Silver Falls State Park: �Early 
Bird Hikes Into the Mist Zone, �South Falls Neigh”bird”hood Family 

Bird Walk, �Early Bird Walk at the Historic Youth Camp, �Afternoon 

Birding from Silver Falls Lodge & Conference Center, �Woodpeckers of 
Silver Falls 

John Savage of the Willamette Valley Chapter of the 
Native Plant Society took park visitors on Wildflower and Native 
Plant Walks. 

James Dawson of Western Oregon University, a rap-
tors expert, presented his Live Raptor Flyover in the field near the 

South Falls Lodge. He let his untethered magnificent Harris’s 
hawk take wing to perch in a nearby tree and return a short time 
later to Jim’s heavily gloved hand. 

Christine Elder con-
ducted bird sketching classes in 
the theater behind the South 
Falls Lodge. She’s an accom-
plished artist whose interests 
span the world of nature. She 
teaches art workshops; has illus-
trated books on nature; created 
websites for such professionals 
as an artist, a book author, a 
fishing guide, and a scientist. Her diversity of subjects includes 
insects, native plants, birds, ocean coral, flowers, trees, and many 
more. 

Turtle Ridge Wildlife Center volunteers held their 
Live Raptor Meet ‘n Greet Open House. Volunteers brought along a 

young recently injured rescued turkey vulture who’s recovering 
from injuries probably from an encounter with an automobile. 

Earl McCollum led visitors on a two mile jaunt, Hike 
in the Mist Zone, Plants and Waterfalls. Earl is a member of the 
board of directors of Friends of Silver Falls and holds the office 
of vice president. Every week May through October he takes 
park visitors on wildflower tours. 

Susan LaFontaine, the director 
of the Oregon Raptor Center, brought 
Stanley the owl. An expert on raptors, she 
gave information on the species of her owl 
and other raptors too. Stanley is female. 
She got her name as a youngster. Female 
owls are bigger than males, a common trait 
of birds of prey. She was smaller than usual 
for a female, thus she was dubbed Stanley, 
and the name stuck. 

Patti Lindquist conducted her Plant Discoveries Guided 
Walk. Patti is a member of the board of directors of Friends of 
Silver Falls and holds the office of secretary. Patti takes park 
visitors on her nature walks May through October.  
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Katie Fawley, wife of Park Ranger Ian, volunteered to 
help with native plant sales offered by the Stamen & Pistil Ur-
ban Garden Center on the South Falls Lodge porch.  

Salem Audubon Society set up a workshop for mak-
ing bird nesting boxes on the porch of the South Falls Lodge. 
Society volunteers coached children and their parents in how to 
build their own nesting boxes. 

Crafts for Kids. Under canopy covered outdoor tables 
behind the South Falls Lodge children made flowers and birds of 
brightly colored paper with help from volunteers Jim Knight and 
Andy Nelson and Friends Interpreter Matt Palmquist. � 
 

Historic 
Silver Falls Days 

Event breaks its attendance record 
 
AN ESTIMATED 5,000 PEOPLE, a record, attended this 
year, doubling last year’s attendance. This number does not in-
clude thousands of other visitors who happened to be in the day 
use area, that area with the South Falls Lodge at its center.  
 Randy Hildebrandt and company, always hugely 
popular, showed off old logging tools and showed how logging 
was done in past eras. 
 Farrier Kurt Fisk brought horseshoe making this year. 
 Antique cars. Cars were displayed this year right at the 
main entrance to the park’s registered historic district where 

Historic Silver Falls Days takes place. 
 Tim and Betty Bielenberg, owners of Mill Creek 
Carriages, brought their giant draft horses and wagon. The hors-
es went through demonstrations of how they are used in logging. 
The horses have been used in Silver Falls State Park to selective-
ly remove trees. 
 Roundhouse Band entertained park visitors in the 
courtyard behind the South Falls Lodge. They are a tradition at 
the parks annual Christmas Festival. This is their first time play-
ing during Historic Silver Falls Days.  
 Guy Faussett recounted in the South Falls Theater the 
legend of his great grandfather Al Faussett, famous for perform-
ing dangerous stunts for entertainment and his profit. Al took a 
plunge over South Falls in 1928 in front of thousands and into 
Silver Falls history. Every year Guy sends little wooden block 
canoes over the South Falls. The first three canoes across the 
finishing line in the pool 
below win prizes for their 
patrons, visitors who 
“rented” them from 
Friends volunteers.  
 Marge Gritton, 
spinning wheel operator 
(right photo) of First 
Wednesday Spinners and 
Johnnie Hughes, pine 
needle basket maker, 
keep old fashioned crafts 
alive. They offered their wares for sale. Johnnie’s big nine inch 
gourd-based basket is in the photo at the bottom of this page. 

Bill Stoddard, a stalwart 
member of Friends of Silver Falls, also 
keeps old fashioned crafts alive by flint 
knapping stone into arrow heads and 
spear points, right photo, and offering 
them for sale.  
 Gordon Munro, master sto-
ryteller, entertained visitors with his 
original stories set in local historical 

settings. 
 The Oregon Department of Forestry’s Forest History 
Center had displays in the South Falls Lodge. The center’s mu-
seum has much history of the Civilian Conservation Corps, im-
portant to the park’s history. The Silverton Country Historical 
Society also had displays in the lodge.  The society has a splen-
did museum in Silverton, which includes history the park. 
 Ranger Kim Maley and Matt Palmquist, new park 
interpreter, brought visitors together to take part in old fash-
ioned games including tug-o-war and potato sack races. � 
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Logger Randy Hilde-
brandt returns with 
logging history 

 
HISTORIC SILVER FALLS DAYS once again featured 
Randy Hildebrandt and his crew, all genuine loggers and, as al-
ways, all enthused. They had displays of old logging equipment, 

including dozens of antique chainsaws, and historical logging 
memorabilia. They showed park visitors how logging was done 
in the past and even invited them to put their hands to sawing. 
 
IN 1880 5.06 PERCENT of the Oregon labor force worked in 
the timber industry. Timber jobs increased steadily through the 
1880s. Then between 1900 and 1928, timber harvesting exploded 
by a factor of five and greatly expanded the timber industry 
workforce. The timber industry became by far the biggest force 

in Oregon’s economy and stayed that way for many years. 
More than any other industry, timber fueled the Ore-

gon economy in the early 1900s and the Silver Falls economy 
along with it. At least ten locally owned sawmills were located in 
the Silver Falls area over the years, but timber operations outside 
Silver Falls also supplied work for Silver Falls residents. Logging 
crashed with the rest of the nation’s economy when the Great 
Depression hit, but it recovered to be a powerful force in Ore-
gon’s economy for a half century more. � 
 

Kurt Fisk, farrier 
 
NEW TO HISTORIC SILVER FALLS DAYS was Kurt Fisk 
of Salem who makes his living as a farrier. He set up his portable 

shop, contained in a trailer, next to Randy’s logging operation.  
Using hammer, anvil, and other hand tools, and a furnace for 
high heat, Kurt demonstrated his mastery as a horse shoe maker. 
He gave newly minted horseshoes as souvenirs to park visitors. 
 
HORSES WERE PLENTIFUL in the early Willamette Val-
ley. A census taken in 1850 showed there were about as many 
horses, about 6,000, as there were people. There must have been 
a good market for horse shoes. A similar number of oxen likely 
created demand for shoes for them and even more demand for 
farriers. 
 Historical records attest to a blacksmith shop on the 
main street of Silver Falls City, also known as Silver Creek Falls. 
The city, more a small town, was located where the park’s main 
parking lot is today. The shop was still there in the early 1900s. 
 The number of farriers plummeted as automobiles 
pushed horses off the roads in the early 1900s and close to ex-
tinction. Horseshoe making was saved from extinction when 
recreational use of horses became popular. Demand for horse 
shoeing services caused a farrier renaissance beginning in the 
1980s. � 
 

Gordon Munro, 
crowd pleaser, 
crowd maker 

 

GORDON MUNRO IS A STORYTELLER. A master of 
vintage tales in local settings. He’s a real crowd pleaser, and the 
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numbers of park visitors who’ve heard him confirm his reputa-
tion. But he does not just please crowds. He makes them.  

Gordon was sitting on the porch of the Nature Store, 
his station for storytelling during Historic Silver Falls Days. A 
lull had set in, so Gordon played his little accordion, a musical 
instrument he is learning to play, and waited for park visitors to 
come by. A few did. His conversations with the few visitors at-
tracted others drawn to his knowledge of local history. The few 
turned into a dozen or more. He had his audience. He slipped 
from conversation to storytelling. Yet more visitors became cap-
tivated by the master storyteller. With rapt attention, the crowd, 
still growing, listened to the true story of the legendary daredevil, 
Al Faussett, who went over South Falls in a canoe in 1928. � 
  

Roundhouse Band 
plays at Historic Sil-
ver Falls Days  

 
FOR MANY YEARS, the Roundhouse Band has been a popu-
lar feature during the annual Christmas Festival. This year for the 
first time, the band’s quartet of musician-singers brought their 
eclectic mix of musical genres to entertain park visitors during 
Historic Silver Falls Day.  

 The 
band’s vintage 
music fit well 
with the historical 
flavor of Historic 
Silver Falls Days. 
The informality 
and open friend-
liness of band 
members was in 
keeping with the 
tenor of the 
event.  

 In a photo from the band’s website, beginning at left, 
are Donn Whitten who plays banjo; Kim Jones, electric bass; 
Ron Leavitt, mandolin; Joe Denhof, guitar. � 
 
 Thank you, Ian Fawley, for your contributions related to 
the Mother’s Day and Historic Silver Falls Days events. � 
 

Meet Matt Palmquist 
Friends’ interpreter 

Fully funded by Friends of Silver Falls State Park 
 

THE MISSION OF FRIENDS OF SILVER FALLS is to 
support the park. The main support for the park comes from 
money generated by the Nature Store, the park’s souvenir and 
gift store operated by Friends of Silver Falls. Beginning in sum-
mer 2009, Nature Store sales began to soar. Friends increased its 
financial support to the park every year since then and has do-
nated thousands of dollars for park projects. One notable project 
is the Nature Play Area.  

Last year, money from the Nature Store reached a new 
zenith and Friends decided it could at last afford to fund a full-
time employee for the park. The result is Matthew Palmquist, the 
new park’s interpreter. 

State park interpreters are usually park rangers. Among 
other duties, they con-
duct evening educa-
tional presentations for 
campground patrons 
and guide groups of 
park visitors on walks 
to inform them of park 
history and flora and 
fauna. Interpreters of-
ten work with children’ 
groups.  

Silver Falls 
State Park is the largest 
state park and attracts 
nearly 900,000 visitors a 
year, creating a strong 
need for an additional park interpreter. But the Oregon Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation has budget constraints preventing 
hiring additional employees. Enter Friends of Silver Falls. 

Matt Palmquist, a perennially cheerful Native Orego-
nian who’s lived in Salem and Silverton, is a graduate of Pacific 
Lutheran University in Tacoma, Washington. He has worked as 
a seasonal park employee for eight years. He competed for the 
job in a recruitment open to all qualified people and won the 
appointment. Now he has the chance to combine his love of 
teaching with the natural outdoor world.  

Matt coordinates with both park staff and Friends vol-
unteers in enhancing the visitor experience at the park. He loves 
“the interactions… with park visitors and having the chance to 
teach something meaningful about the park [and the] outdoors.” 
Said Interpretive Park Ranger Ian Fawley, who supervises Matt, 
“Within the first two weeks of joining Friends, Matt…completed 
numerous projects we simply have not had time in the past to 
complete.” 

Welcome, Matt! 
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New visitors center in the 
works for north park 

 

PARK MANAGER KEVIN STANDBERG told the Friends 
of Silver Falls at its July board of directors meeting about plans 
for a new visitors center to be located near the park’s north en-
trance. It’s part of plans for developing the northern area to ex-
pand services to park visitors.  
 The day-use area surrounding the South Falls Lodge is 
stressed by crowds of park visitors in the peak season. One goal 
of the new visitors center is to ease pressure on the area around 
the South Falls Lodge by diverting visitors north. Two parking 
areas will total 189 spaces, and an additional parking area will 
accommodate overflow parking. 

The illustration above shows the front of the meeting 
hall, the center piece of the visitors center, from the entry road. 
The illustration below shows the back of the meeting hall. It has 

wood decking and terraced seating with a view of the east end  
of the canyon that goes through the Trail of Ten Falls.  

The new visitors center will connect to the Trail of Ten 
Falls and the South Falls day use area by way of the trail to Twin 
Falls, one of the park’s main waterfalls.  

The meeting space will take up most of the square 
footage of the building, with smaller rooms for a kitchen, ranger 
office, restroom, and storage. 

Already well underway near the north entrance, and a 
short walk from where the visitors center will be located, is the 
Nature Play Area. A children’s recreational area, the Nature Play 
area is a program of the Oregon Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment designed to encourage children to take part in outdoor 
activities, engage with Nature, increase their appreciation for 
natural areas including parks, and to counter recent trends for 
children to confine themselves to indoor activities.  
 The exact completion date for the new visitors center is 
not yet known. �   Information courtesy of Kevin Strandberg. Thank 
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you!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New log guard rails 
installed along Trail of 

Ten Falls 
Ugly old pipe rails replaced 

 
FOR FOUR YEARS the park has been installing log guard rails 
along the Trail of Ten Falls. Remember the old plumbing pipe 
along the trail under the overhang of the South Falls separating 
hikers from that perilous drop down to the pool below? Gone! 
Replaced by log railing. So far, 2,000 feet of trails have new log 
railings. The number of risers—the vertical logs held in the 
ground by concrete—easily surpassed 200. Hours of work? In-
calculable. Thousands. Maybe tens of thousands counting the 
Marion County Sheriff’s Office work crews. The South Falls part 
was finished in 2013, the Lower South Falls part, just last May. 
One more part remains and will be completed in 2017. A big 
project!  

Park Ranger Jason Wagoner supervises the work. 
The project is in response, for one reason, to the dete-

rioration of the old metal pipe railings. Years of wear from the 
weather and human contact took a heavy toll. Pipes actually be-
came bent. Safety was a concern. And metal pipe doesn’t fit with 
the décor of trees, wildflowers, and brush. But log railings are 
attractive and in keeping with Nature. How many photographs 
have been sullied by metal pipes? And the log railings comple-

ment the style of construction done in the park by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps back in the late 1930s and early ‘40s.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All logs used in the construction were harvested from 

Silver Falls State Park trees. Metal brackets for holding risers 
were made by a local metal fabricator. The special concrete was 
selected for its ability to resist corrosion, dry and cure in a wet 
environment, and withstand freezing and thawing temperatures. 
Each concrete ground piling measures 32 inches deep and 24 
inches in diameter and required 13 bags, each holding 80 pounds 
of dry concrete. Do the math and that amounts to over 200,000 
pounds, all hauled over long and often steep trails. � 

Friends of Silver Falls State Park 
20024 Silver Falls Highway SE 
Sublimity, OR 97385 



Information courtesy of Jason Wagoner. Thank you! 


