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FestivalFestivalFestivalFestival    
    

PARK STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS of Friends of Silver 
Falls put on the Mother’s Day Birding and Wildflower Festival 
Saturday and Sunday, May 10 and 11. The festival has been an 
annual tradition at the park for 36 straight years. 

 
    Friends of Silver Falls volunteers Joe and Linda (pho-
to above) greeted park visitors from a tent shelter at the Stone 
Circle, the main intersection of walkways near the South Falls 
Lodge. They told park visitors about the festival, handed out 
schedules of festival activities, helped visitors find their way, and 
answered questions.  
 Mother’s Day Festival continued on pages 4 and 8. 
   

Historic Historic Historic Historic     
Silver Falls DaysSilver Falls DaysSilver Falls DaysSilver Falls Days    

    
THIS YEAR MARKED THE FIFTH anniversary of Historic 
Silver Falls Days. Saturday, July 12, was oppressively hot, with 
high temperatures topping 90 degrees throughout the Willamette 
Valley. The next day crackled with ear-splitting thunder accom-
panied by sporadic flurries of rain showers. Still, park visitors 
showed up, though maybe in lower than average numbers for 
this event because of the weather. 
 
NEW THIS YEAR: MAGNIFICENT DRAFT HORSES 
Major and Spike and their two kin are staff of Mill Creek Car-
riages of Aumsville.  Their role at this year’s Historic Silver Falls 
Days was to demonstrate their prowess and power for perform-
ing work as their ancestors did back when hay and oats still 
fueled logging operations and transportation conveyances.   

 
 Silver Falls Days continued on pages 7, 10, and 11. 
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Friends are friendsfriendsfriendsfriends    
Dorothy Brown-Kwaiser 

 
WHEN I FIRST BEGAN working with the Oregon Parks and 
Recreation Department in 2006, I had never heard of a 
“Friends” group,” let alone have any idea what such a group 
does. Seven years and three parks and Cooperative Associations 
later, I am now well acquainted with the Friends phenomenon. 

According to OPRD, 
 

Cooperative Associations, also known as 
“Friends Groups,” are private 501(c)3 nonprofit or-
ganizations formed by citizens to provide and sup-
port the educational and interpretive services of the 
park. 

These organizations rely heavily on volunteer 
support in all areas of operations…by operating muse-
ums and interpretive stores…providing additional 
educational programs at the park…raising funds for 
park projects, and historical renovations and building 
new park facilities. 

 
This is a good start, but as any Park Ranger knows, 

Friends are more. They are right-hand men and women. Part-
ners. Our biggest fans. Friends are authors. Editors. Artists. Ac-
tors. Event planners. Photographers. Guides. Educators. Ex-
perts. Friends are possibility-makers. Bright lights in hard times. 

And, over time, 
sometimes Friends also 
become friends. 

In 2012, I took a 
leave of absence from Sil-
ver Falls State Park and 
hiked the Pacific Crest 
Trail from Mexico to Can-
ada. Everyone from the 
park’s president of Friends 
to individual volunteer 
members supported me in 
my journey—they read my 
blog, wrote letters, mailed 
inspirational quotes, sent Snickers and socks, drove five hours to 
cheer me on at Santiam Pass, and, when I completed my jour-
ney, they welcomed me home with hugs, tears, and cakes. 

None of the above can be found in any Cooperative 
Association Plan, any OPRD policy or procedure. And that’s 
because Friends Groups are still even more. More than volun-
teers. More than fundraisers. More than store owners. More than 
park educators. Oh, they begin these things, but with time, many 
Friends become, truly, “friends” on all levels. From the American 
Heritage Dictionary: people you come to “know well and regard 
with trust,” people with whom you are “allied in a cause.” And 
just as each of us relies on our personal friends to support us in 
times of need and celebrate with us in times of joy, so do we 
State Parks count on Friends Groups to do the same. 

And so, as I begin my new park ranger position in the 
Columbia River Gorge, I am glad to know that I’ve stepped into 
another circle of allies, the Friends of Vista House. Thank you 
for all you are and do. � 

 

Words become magic 
Gordon Munro shares tales at Silver Falls 

This article about master story teller Gordon Munro was written by Mary 
Owen and appeared in the December 2013 issue of Our Town, a monthly 
publication. It’s reprinted here with permission. Gordon has told his stories 
for years at Silver Falls State Park annual events including Historic Silver 
Falls Days and the Christmas Festival.  
 
GORDON MUNRO was once a self-professed “king of the 
wallflowers” until he discovered his knack for storytelling. 
 “My first boss sent me to give a presentation to a city 
council,” Munro said. “I thought I was going to die. My legs 
were actually shaking when I got up there to speak.” 

 After several presenta-
tions, Munro decided to do 
something about his nerves and 
joined Toastmaster for three 
years. 

“I got comfortable 
enough that I could stand up in 
front of people without falling 
apart,” he said. “Then around 
1989, I joined a group of men 

that met once a month. One of the men taught us to drum. An-
other man told a folktale.” 
 Enthralled, Munro shared the ditties word-for-word 
with his friend, Gwendolyn Endicott, a mythology teacher at 
Portland Community College.  
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 “This went on for months until finally one night she 
told me I was a storyteller and that I was coming to her class to 
tell stories,” he said. “I’ve been doing that ever since.” 
 Munro will share stories at the 36th annual Christmas 
Festival at Silver Falls State Park, December 13 and 14, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., in the South Falls Historic District. 
 Munro’s own life is a story: To put himself through 
college, he worked four summers at Alaska canneries, sometimes 
up to 22 hours at a stretch. After graduating from Oregon State 
University, he moved to the Portland area. A civil engineer at 
Kennedy/Jenks, a consulting firm, Munro lives with his wife 
Melanie Rae, four horses, two dogs and five parrots on a farm 
five miles from Silverton. 
 About eight years ago, Munro began telling stories, folk 
and historical, at First Friday in Silverton. “Only two people 
showed up,” he said. “They sat there for two hours.” 

 The couple, Jim and 
Erica Toler, asked Munro if he 
would tell Homer Davenport 
stories. Although he had never 
told stories about real people 
before, he found Davenport to 
be quite a story. He shared 
Davenport tales with Dorothy 
Ramig’s third graders at Eugene 
Field School, and began his 
venue into Oregon’s history. “I 
now have about 150 stories that 

are early Oregon history, folk and fairy tales from around the 
world. 
 Munro believes story time is where “mountains are 
made from scarlet crystals, the wind whispers secrets in your 
ears, stones hold the wisdom of the ages and trees walk by your 
side. It’s where shapeshifters roam the land, human beings and 
animals speak the same language and words become magic.” 
 A good storyteller leaves room for the listener to enter 
the story, Munro said. “It’s always interesting that I will tell a 
story, but each person hears it differently.  So I’m really telling 
dozens of stories at once, which is one of the gifts of stories. 
They have layer upon layer of meanings.” � 
  

AAAAlison McCaulllison McCaulllison McCaulllison McCaull    
NNNNew Administrator ofew Administrator ofew Administrator ofew Administrator of    Friends of Silver FallsFriends of Silver FallsFriends of Silver FallsFriends of Silver Falls 

Jim Thomas 
 

IT IS WITH MUCH REGRET that we say “goodbye” to 
Tricia Sorgen, the administrator for the Friends of Silver Falls 
for the last 5 years. Tricia is moving to Corvallis, and will be 
missed by everyone who has worked with her. Her expertise has 
molded the South Falls Nature Store into a joyful destination for 
shoppers of all ages. 

Now it is time to welcome our new administrator, Ali-
son McCaull: 

Alison was chosen from a field of many applicants, and 
should be a great asset to our organization. She has been the 
capable Assistant Store Manager at the Nature Store since June 
of this year. With a background in biological science, Alison has 
previously worked for the Bureau of Land Management and the 
Institute for Wildlife Studies. She also recently volunteered for 
the Turtle Ridge Wildlife Center. 

For personal entertainment, Alison loves to run on 
trails (often with her 2-year old Rhodesian Ridgeback: Zera). 

She competed in 
the Silver Falls 
Marathon on No-
vember 2nd, with 
excellent results. 
She finished in first 
place in her age 
group, with a time 
of 5 hours and 4 
minutes. She was 
44th overall and the 
tenth female across 
the finish line – 
quite an accom-
plishment! 

Welcome 
to the Friends, 
Alison! � 
 

Silver Falls Lodge & Silver Falls Lodge & Silver Falls Lodge & Silver Falls Lodge & 
Conference Center Conference Center Conference Center Conference Center ––––    

tttthen, now, & future 

Gregg Hansen, General Manager 
 
CAN YOU IMAGINE Silver Falls State Park 76 years ago?  
The streams, waterfalls, hills, trees, and flowers were probably 
very similar to what we enjoy today. 

Recognizing the beauty of the area, and the potential 
for people to recreate in the park (dedicated in 1933), the Silver 

Creek Youth Camp (now known as Silver Creek Camp) was 
opened to the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA). 
Two years later, in 1940, Smith Creek Camp was opened to the 
Girls Scouts of America. 

Over the next 20-plus years, hundreds of girls enjoyed 
camping in the rustic cabins at Smith Creek Camp, along with 
meals in the Dining Hall, swimming in the outdoor pool, and 
hiking the many trails in the area.  

Due to a decline in usage, though, in 1975 a conference 
center was proposed for the Smith Creek Camp site, which was 
approved by the Oregon Legislature in 1977.  After construc-
tion, the Conference Center opened in 1980.  The DeShaw 
House Company was designated as the concessionaire and oper-

Alison 

McCaull 

Gordon Munro 
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ated the Conference Center under numerous contracts with two 
different owners through April 30, 2014. 

On May 1, 2014, Silver Falls Recreation Company 
(SFRC), a division of Urban Park Concessionaires, began a 10 
year contract with the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 
(OPRD) as the authorized concessionaire to manage and operate 
Silver Falls Lodge & Conference Center.   

Silver Falls Lodge & Conference Center offers a range 
of services and programs for public, non-profit, and private or-
ganizations as well as individuals and families. 

Presently, it can accommodate up to 78 people in 36 
lodging units at the Conference Center.  People stay in one of 
four lodges (each sleeps 12 people), four “lower” cabins (two 
people per cabin), or eight “upper” cabins (beds for two or three 
people). And it has the capacity for up to 240 people for indoor 
events as well as 1,500 people for outdoor events in the Big 
Meadow. 

The Dining Hall was built in two sections.  The original 
part was constructed in 1940 and contains open wood beams, 
wood floors, and a stone fireplace.  The second section, added 
more than 10 years ago, includes a deck adjacent to Smith Creek.  
The Dining Hall has a capacity of 240 people theater style or 150 
people for dining. 

Two meeting halls are available for groups.  Smith 
Creek Meeting Hall is located near the Dining Hall.  It has a 
capacity for 100 people theater style.  It also has a deck over-
looking Smith Creek. Upper Smith Creek Meeting Hall can hold 

up to 49 people 
theater style. 

Execu-
tive Chef Derek 
Ridgway heads 
dining at the 

Conference 
Center, South 
Falls Lodge 
Café, and Silver 

Creek Grill in the day use area. He offers breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner with “Chef’s Choice” meals daily at the Conference Cen-
ter. A new service is opening in the South Falls Lodge so park 
visitors can schedule events there after it closes to the public late 
in the day.   

Chef Ridgway also heads catering available for wed-
dings, reunions, picnics, and other events anywhere in the park, 
including the Old Ranch, New Ranch, Camp Silver Creek, North 
Falls Meeting Hall, and the many picnic shelters and picnic areas. 
Silver Falls Recreation Company is the exclusive caterer for 
events in the South Falls Lodge.   

Recreational activities at the Conference Center include 
hiking and jogging along the trails, swimming, sand volleyball, 
horse shoes, ping pong, Frisbee golf, soccer, bicycling, and other 
activities. 

To learn more, visit www.silverfallslodge.com, call 
866.575.8875, or email info@silverfallslodge.com. � 

 

Raptors enthrall 
Mother’s Day visitors 

 
RENOWNED RAPTOR EXPERT James Dawson and his 
two assistants regaled festival spectators with their birds of prey. 
Both days of the festival, Dawson’s Harris’s hawk, Marie, 

demonstrated a flyover. Her handler would release the hawk to 
permit her to fly to a nearby tree branch, perch for a while, and 
return to the gloved hand of her handler. Spectators, including 

this editor, were 
mightily impressed. 
 Indy, a 
peregrine falcon, 
was also on hand, 
literally, as an added 
attraction. 

 Dawson 
has conducted re-
search on hawks, 
owls, falcons, and 
eagles and has advo-
cated for wildlife 
conservation for 30 
years or more. He 
has worked cooper-
atively with power 
companies to miti-
gate the harm that 
befalls raptors and 
other birds from 
coming into contact 

Dining Hall 

James Dawson 

���� Marie,  
� Harris’s hawk 
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with power lines. 
 Dawson’s regular job is professor of biology at Western 
Oregon University, Monmouth, Oregon. � 

New programs big New programs big New programs big New programs big 
hit with kids & adultshit with kids & adultshit with kids & adultshit with kids & adults 

Interpretive Ranger Ian Fawley 
 

Rain Relay, Rain Relay, Rain Relay, Rain Relay, a Junior Ranger program, was held at water’s 
edge of the park’s new swimming hole in the Day-Use Area, thus 
taking the program activities to where summer park visitors 
gather. We were pleasantly surprised at the nearly 30 participants 
we averaged daily throughout the week … and 50 on the week-

ends!  Kids learned all about the water cycle and watershed here 
at Silver Falls through a fun dance and a wet demonstration.  
Participants finished the program with a “water relay” where 
they divided into 2 teams and recreated the water cycle in the 
state park.  Team members ran a sponge (acting as a rain cloud) 
from the Silver Creek back and forth to a table with a water 
trough (acting as Silver Creek) where they would wring out all 
the water until the water overflowed creating one of our famous 
waterfalls.  And we all know the foothills of the Cascades wrings 
out the rain clouds as they are forced upwards so the sponge 
runners were soaked by the other team members with water 
shooters while the sponges went up the hill to the table.  We 
think we found a niche for next summer, so be on the lookout 
for more programs. There were just too many thank you’s and 
wet smiles to not continue this next year!  
 
ApplesApplesApplesApples----totototo----apples Bike Tourapples Bike Tourapples Bike Tourapples Bike Tour, another experimental park 
program like Rain Relays, was a big hit with adults and families 

Marie, Harris’s hawk, 
performing a flyover 

Indy, peregrine falcon 

Indy 

5 



who brought their bikes to the park.  We created a historic bike 
tour beginning in the campground and following the paved bike 
path through the Day-Use Area, stopping by the B shelter and 
the Historic Volz Orchard, and continuing along the bike path 
across Highway 214 to the bike loop, and stopping by another 
historic homestead orchard.  Bike riders were challenged to see if 
they had what it takes to be a homesteader and builder of the 
Silver Falls area and compare their current way-of-life to the 
“olden days” – hence the title “apples to apples!”  A surprising 
number of riders said at the end of the tour that they would like 
the adventure of making their way in the wilderness!  The hearty 
Oregonian spirit lives on! 
 
New DiscNew DiscNew DiscNew Discovery Tablesovery Tablesovery Tablesovery Tables.... Sometimes all it takes is a great 
idea and a new program takes on a life of itself!  Friends of Silver 
Falls Board member and volunteer, Patti Lindquist, had a 
friend who volunteered in the California State Parks who set-up 
hands-on nature discovery tables for curious visitors.  Patti won-
dered if she could do it here at Silver Falls.  It turned out to be 
such a good idea that we asked if our seasonal interpretive staff 
could “C.A.S.E” the idea – meaning copy, and, steal, everything!  
Hundreds of visitors stopped by our discovery tables in the 
Stone Circle on their way to see South Falls.  Kids (and adults) 
were thrilled to pet a beaver pelt, challenged to match animals to 
their scat [fake of course!], and pleasantly surprised to know the 
taxidermy black bear wasn’t actually real!  Such a great idea! 
 
Excellent Seasonal StaffExcellent Seasonal StaffExcellent Seasonal StaffExcellent Seasonal Staff. . . . All of our summer fun could 
not have been accomplished if not for our AMAZING seasonal 
staff.  This offseason the Friends of Silver Falls decided to fund 
a seasonal interpretive position and the Oregon State Parks was 
able to secure funding for a Visitor Experience Assistant.  Jill 
Sisson donned the blue vest for the Friends of Silver Falls and 
Jaclyn Rushing donned the tan shirt and green pants as a rang-
er for the State Parks.  Both of them were enthusiastic, profes-
sional, and playful.  They were a shot in the arm for new ideas 
and programming.  We had almost double the amount of pro-
grams offered this year because of all the hard work of these two 
wonderful young women!  Needless to say, they fit right in with 
the “Silver Falls Family.”  I hope you all had a chance to meet 
them – and if you did you’ll know what I mean by AMAZING!  
We wish them well on their future endeavors. � 

State Parks DayState Parks DayState Parks DayState Parks Day 
Interpretive Ranger Ian Fawley 

 
STATE PARKS DAY is a day to celebrate the amazing state 
parks system of Oregon and an opportunity to give back to our 
loyal visitors with free parking, camping, and activities on the 
first Saturday in June.  We partnered once again this year with 
the Silverton Runners Club to host their Silver Falls Challenge 
Foot Race which had approximately 65 runners.  To start the 
race off was a Youth Fun Race throughout the Day-Use area.  
The adults and teenagers challenged themselves to either a 5k or 
6 mile race through the canyon under Lower South and South 
Falls.  The 6 mile race completes two laps in the canyon and 
finished with the affectionately named “Little Monster” hill be-
fore finishing at the D Picnic Shelter.  Following the race we had 
a free BBQ in the Courtyard – open to any visitor lucky enough 
to grab a burger or hot hog while supplies lasted - not just the 
tired and hungry runners!  Throughout the day there was a color-
ing contest and a waterfall tour to end the day. � 

    

Fourth of JulyFourth of JulyFourth of JulyFourth of July    
ccccelebrationelebrationelebrationelebration    
Interpretive Ranger Ian Fawley 

 
ONCE AGAIN Silver Falls rolled out the “red carpet” – well, 
at least lots of red, white, and blue festive bows and streamers - 
for our Independence Day Campground Parade.  Over 70 very 
cute kids decorated their bikes to join the parade through both 
loops of the campground.  JR Beaver lead the way with his fes-
tive music.  Drakes Fire Department wowed the crowd with 
their fire truck.  Silver Falls Lodge & Conference Center handed 
out coupons.  Our seasonal rangers rounded out the line-up.  
They outdid themselves this year with a trailer float re-creating 
the Howard Creek Horse Camp.  Very impressive!  The evening 
program continued the day of celebrations with our first ever 
Glow Parade/Trivia Night.  Visitors answered 4th of July-themed 
questions for glow prizes and paraded around the campground 
once again! � 

 
 
 

Jill 
Sisson 

4th of July parade float 
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10101010thththth    Annual Star Party Annual Star Party Annual Star Party Annual Star Party     
Interpretive Ranger Ian Fawley 

 
WE FOUND THAT if we 
want to have rain in the dry 
summer months at Silver Falls 
all the rangers need to do is plan 
a special event!  The much 
needed August rain made many 
wildland firefighters happy but 
made for a challenging star-
gazing event at the Old Ranch.  
NightSky 45 Astronomy Club in 
Salem joined us again for a night of learning about our night sky.  
Dean Kelly presented our nearly 200 hearty visitors with warm 
beverages and cookies.  Visitors and club members tried their 
best to find a star in the fleeting gaps in the clouds.  The Friends 
of Silver Falls volunteers helped park cars, sell “Cosmic-themed” 
items from the Nature Store, and hand out refreshments.  Simp-
ly being able to see the Old Ranch decked out with glow sticks 
and explore all the astronomy club’s telescopes put many smiles 
on our visitors’ faces.  Let’s keep our fingers crossed for better 
weather next year! � 
 

HistoricHistoricHistoricHistoric    
Silver Falls DaysSilver Falls DaysSilver Falls DaysSilver Falls Days    

Interpretive Ranger Ian Fawley 
    
OUR HEARTY VISITORS who made the trip to Silver Falls 
for our fifth annual Historic Silver Falls Days were treated to 
another excellent festival – with a few new additions!  Saturday’s 
hot weather kept the crowds to a minimum while Sunday was 
booming – the weather that is – a Willamette thunderstorm 
rolled through the state park with multiple lightning strikes in 
the area.  Randy Hildebrandt continues to outdo himself with 
his antique logging tools and demonstrations.  This year he and 
his crew of volunteers converted the CCC Combination Building 
(Stone Shelter) into an impressive logging museum.  On Satur-
day yarn spinners were demonstrating their craft on the South 
Falls Lodge porch and antique cars were on display next to the 
Stone Circle.  On Sunday of the event visitors were treated to a 

new addition – Mill Creek Carriages brought their beautiful 
draft horses to the Falls for a historic logging demonstration.  
The horses pulled the logs through the Day-Use meadow with 
ease and grace.  Afterwards they rested up and took visitors on a 
wagon ride through the back of the Day-Use area.  Both days 
also had old fashioned games led by Silver Falls Seasonal Inter-
pretive Staff, Native American demonstrations by Friends of 
Silver Falls Volunteer Bill Stoddard, pine needle basket weaving 
by Johnnie Hughes, storytelling by Gordon Munro and histor-
ical pictures and artifacts proudly displayed in the South Falls 
Lodge. � 
 

Johnnie Hughes 

Yarn spinners 

Bill Stoddard, right, showing how 
to throw an arrow with an atlatl 
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Mother’s Day Birding 
& Wildflower Festival 

Continued from page 1 
 
����WILDFLOWERS native to Silver Falls State Park were on 
display in the South Falls Lodge. They filled scores of glass vases 
arranged in long double rows on tables. Humbler plants—
among them mosses, lichens, liverworts—were also on display. 
For more than 20 years, this has been a Mother’s Day tradition. 
����SALEM AUDUBON SOCIETY volunteers staffed a bird 
nesting box shop on the South Falls Lodge porch and coached 
youngsters in the craft of building their own boxes. 
����CHRISTINE ELDER, a professional illustrator, again this 
year taught students the art of sketching wildflowers and birds. 
����SHEILA KLEST, native plant expert and nursery entrepre-
neur, set up shop on the South Falls Lodge porch to give advice 
and sell plants to visitors. 
����SUSAN LaFONTAINE, director, the Santiam Raptor Cen-
ter, a nonprofit organization dedicated to rehabilitating and car-
ing for injured birds of prey, presented her birds under the ban-
ner of Feathered Hunters, 
Flying Mothers: Live Rap-
tors. 
����CRAFTS, SCAVEN-
GER HUNTS & OLD 
FASHIONED GAMES 
for kids. Friends of Silver 
Falls volunteers Jim 
Knight and his assistant 
Andy Nelson offered 
pre-computer era games, 
among them tiddlywinks, 
pick-up-sticks, and mar-
bles  
����TURTLE RIDGE 
WILDLIFE CENTER 
volunteers made presenta-
tions starring Fawkes, a red-tailed hawk, and Cheyenne, an 
American kestrel falcon. The center’s mission is “to provide care 
to injured or orphaned Oregon wildlife with the goal to release 
back to their natural habitat.” 
����GUIDED WALKS aplenty were conducted, all by experts 
who’ve taken part in past Mother’s Day Festivals.  

Steve Shunk, an acclaimed bird, expert took visitors 
on six birding walks, among them: Early Bird Hike into the Mist 
Zone, South Falls Neigh“bird”hood Family Bird Walk, After-
noon Birding at the Old Ranch, Early Bird Walk at the Historic 
Youth Camp, and Afternoon Birding on Howard Creek.  

John Savage of the Willamette Valley chapter of the 
Native Plant Society took visitors on the Waterfalls and Wild-
flower Hike. John, like Steve Shunk, is a repeat participant of the 
annual Mother’s Day Festival. 

Earl McCollum, Friends of Silver Falls Nature Store 
volunteer and board of directors member, took visitors on a two 
mile hike called Hike in the Mist Zone. He also conducts weekly 
walks during the good weather months.  

J.R. Beaver, a human costumed to look like a big lov-
able beaver, accompanied by a park staff friend to guide him (JR 
has vision problems), led a walk called JR Beaver Guided Plant 
Walk. J.R. Beaver is the mascot and namesake for the Oregon 

Parks and Recreation Department’s Junior Ranger program for 
children 6 to 12 years old.  

Park staff led a walk called Waterfalls and Wildflower 
Hike. � 

Jim Knight 

Tiddlywinks player intent on scoring 

Score! 

Mother’s Day card crafter 
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My sMy sMy sMy summer atummer atummer atummer at    
Silver FallsSilver FallsSilver FallsSilver Falls    
Park Ranger Jaclyn Rushing 

 
LAST APRIL I received a phone call from Ian Fawley offering 
me a job as Visitor Experience Assistant at Silver Falls State 
Park.  When I began there were so many names and faces that I 
was sure that I wouldn’t be able to remember them all.  After 
one summer season here, I have come to understand that each 
of those faces along with the misty mornings, the scintillating 
sunsets, the towering firs, and, of course, the enchanting falls all 
come together to make Silver Falls as extraordinary as it is.  You 
all know how special this place is—how much natural, historical, 

and cultural wealth it has.  In many corners of the park there are 
interpretive signs, rangers, Friends members, and visitors ex-
plaining the various plant, animal, and human stories nestled 
here.  

This summer as an Interpreter, I’ve learned that more 
than anything that I am a story-teller.  My job is to share the 
stories of Silver Falls—stories about Al Faussett and June Drake, 
the CCC, the enigmatic northern flying squirrel, the calypso or-
chid, and the grand Douglas fir.  Those stories do enrich the 
forest scenery, but I’ve taken the most joy in learning the lesser 
known stories of our rangers, visitors, and Friends here at Silver 
Falls.  These stories are subtle, but they are the stories that really 
cast the magic about this place.  There are seemingly an unlim-
ited number of such stories. I will share just one example:  

In the lodge there are squirrel stories.  Every day, espe-
cially in the fall, the Douglas squirrel is busy gathering seeds for 
winter storage.  Every day he runs up and down the trees, hang-
ing on the tiniest maple limbs, reaching for the seeds, and every 
once in a while he makes his way into the offices in the lodge.   

One day Tricia Sorgen told me that she once had a 
squirrel friend who loved to come into her office and chatter at 
her.  Deep down, she knew that the squirrel was scolding her, 
but it wasn’t until he made the ultimate statement by pooping on 
each of her papers and her chair, that she was sure.  Just a few 
weeks after hearing this story, a squirrel came into my office.  If 
it wasn’t the same wily squirrel, then it was certainly one of his 
kin.  To make a long story short, in my attempt to send the 
squirrel out the window and prevent him from coming back into 
my office, I locked myself out.  Ranger Brad Chandler was kind 
enough to come down and let me back in.  In the next two days 
I lost my keys more often than I normally do in a year.  Each 
time Brad bailed me out, and each time he snickered more than 
the previous one.  It is moments like these, moments spent hik-
ing with the sun casting a golden glow through the fir needles, 
and moments inducting excited junior rangers that fully capture 
the story of my time here at Silver Falls.  Thank you for all that 
you’ve contributed to the story of Silver Falls, because perhaps 
without realizing it, every person here does enrich and enliven 
the story of this amazing state park. � 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEFT PHOTO shows Jaclyn during Historic Silver Falls Days at the 
finish line for the Al Faussett canoe race. She holds a fishing net she 
used to scoop canoes from the pool at the base of South Falls after 
their journey down Silver Creek and over the waterfall. See green side-
bar article on next page for more information on the canoe race. 

Jaclyn Rushing 
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Randy Hildebrandt: 
professional logger, 
logging historian, 
logging curator 

 
LOGGING IS RANDY HILDEBRANDT’S passion. If he 
doesn’t come out and say it, which isn’t to say he does not, any-
one who knows him knows it’s true. What other explanation is 
there? He has become a Historic Silver Falls Days tradition. For 

years now, he has brought to the park his crew of friends, an-
tique tools, logging memorabilia, and his logging skills and 
knowhow. He is now retired from his regular job, but as before, 
he does professional logging on the side for pay. He doesn’t 
come to Historic Silver Falls Days for the money because he 
doesn’t get any. He does it gratis. Talk to him, notice his facial 
expression, get infected by his enthusiasm for logging, and you’ll 
know his motivation for coming to Historic Silver Falls Days. 
He does it for the joy! 
 As usual, this year he and his crew set up tables decked 
with logging memorabilia and displayed his collection of antique 
hand tools and chain saws. He and his crew put on live demon-
strations of logging, and they answered questions and explained 
what they were doing and how they did it. 
 What’s more, Randy is a walking encyclopedia of log-
ging history and a curator of logging with his virtual museum of 
logging gear. � 

 
 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HISTORIC SILVER FALLS DAYS five years ago replaced Al Faussett Days, an annual park event for 
more than a dozen years. But the fun commemoration of legendary daredevil Al Faussett going over South 
Falls in a “canoe” continues. Park visitors can still buy (more like rent) for $1.00 apiece little wooden replica 
canoes, each with its own number. At 3 o’clock they are taken to a bridge crossing Silver Creek upstream 
from the top of Silver Falls. They are dumped into the creek, and the race is on. The first three canoes to 
cross the finish line in the pool at the base of the waterfall win a prize for their patrons.  

Randy Hildebrandt 

Shingle 

splitting 

Two-man “misery whip” sawing 
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Historic Silver Falls Days: 

Horses create 
sensation 

 

FOUR DRAFT HORSES of Mill Creek Carriages wowed the 
spectators who came to this year’s Historic Silver Falls Days. 
The horses—resplendent in their shiny well-groomed coats and 
impressive size and bedecked in their harnesses and other tack—
were the rock stars of the festival. If they had hands instead of 
hooves, they would have been beseeched for their autographs. 
 Their handlers put them through their paces to demon-
strate work horses performed in past eras of history by simulat-
ing the pulling of equipment to drag logs from one place to an-
other, pulling a plow through a field under the direction of a 
farmer with reins in hand, and supplying horsepower to propel a 
wagon to take passengers to their destination.  
 They earned an invitation to return next year.  

Tim and Betty 
Bielenberg of Aumsville own 
the horses. It was always Tim’s 
dream to own draft horses. He 
grew up listening to his dad talk 
about working with drafts as a 
teenager before purchasing a 
tractor.   Fortunately,   Tim   and  

Continued on next page. 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 
YOU CAN HELP OBTAIN FUNDS for Friends 
of Silver Falls when you shop at Fred Meyer and Am-
azon.com. Here’s how it works: 
 

Fred Meyer  
Community  

Rewards Program 
1. Register your Fred Meyer Rewards Card at  

www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. 
2. Click on “Link your rewards card now.” After you 
have created an account… 
3. Click on “Community Rewards,” then list the or-
ganization as “Friends of Silver Falls State Park.” The 
Organization No. is 87674.  

Fred Meyer will donate a portion of the 
profit from your purchase to the Friends. 
 

Amazon Smile 
1. Register at http://smile.amazon.com. After your 
account is created… 
2. Select “Friends of Silver Falls State Park” as the or-
ganization you wish to support.  

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible purchases to the Friends. 

 

Tim Bielenberg 
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Betty had the horses for a couple years before Tim’s father 
passed away, so Tim was able to learn about the horses from 
him. 

Mick and Ferd are the newest horses. The Bielenbergs  
got them last spring. Spike and Major were the first horses pur-
chased in October 2010. In December 2010, Tim and his son 
built a wagon they called a “people mover.” Tim and horses 
would drive the “people mover” around town, giving people 
rides to see the Christmas lights.  

In January of 2011, Tim purchased a carriage as a sur-
prise for Betty on their wedding anniversary. Then they started 
the business called Mill Creek Carriages LLC. They put Spike 
and Major to work taking people on weekend tours of Sublimity 
to see the Christmas lights. Tim also worked the horses for 
plowing and moving logs. 

Mill Creek Carriages offers horse-drawn rides for wed-
dings, retirements, anniversaries, birthdays, quinceaneras, and 
other special occasions. www.millcreekcarriages.com � 
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