
 

 

SILVER FALLS STATE PARK 

Self-Guided Activity Instructions  
 

 

 

HISTORY HUNT 
 

PURPOSE: 

To familiarize students with historical people, structures, 

sites, and events at Silver Falls State Park.   

 

ACTIVITY LENGTH: 

45 minutes to 1 hour—depending on time available. 

 

ACTIVITY AGE: 

Geared towards 3rd to 6th grades.  Can be used with 

younger ages with more guidance.  Can be used with 

older ages with history studies between 1860 and 1950. 

 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 

Intended to be used in chaperoned groups of 5 or 6. 

 

RECOMMENDED LOCATION(S): 

South Falls Day Use Area only. 

 

PREPARATION & MATERIALS: 

Print activities double-sided.  Fold and cut.  Each student 

will need a booklet and a pencil.  You may choose to 

have one “recorder” per group instead.  OPTIONAL:  A 

map of the South Falls Day Use Area and sheet on park 

history will enhance students’ experience. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Silver Falls State Park has a rich history from its pre-park 

days through its development into Oregon’s largest state 

park.  The area of Silver Falls was heavily logged in the 

late 1800’s, and a small logging town called “Silver Falls 

City” popped up in 1888 and was gone by 1933.  “Silver 

Creek Falls State Park” was established in 1933.  It was 

developed in the late 1930’s and early 1940’s by a 

partnership between the federal and state government.  

The National Park Service designed the park in the mid-

1930’s, and two groups from the New Deal era—the 

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and Works Progress 

Administration (WPA)—built it.  Today, Silver Falls has 

two nationally recognized historic districts and a 

nationally recognized trail system.  Understanding the 

significance of Silver Falls' buildings, trails, and 

infrastructure helps to conserve them. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Separate students into their chaperoned groups (1 

chaperone per 5 or 6 students.)  Explain that students 

are going to be headed out to find evidence of the park’s 

history.  Give each student (or group) a “History Hunt” 

with four categories of items to look for:  1) Famous 

people, 2) the CCC, 3) Park design, 4) Silver Falls City.  

Students should check off each item they find.  

 

Let students know that the South Falls area and its 

buildings are an important part of our country’s 

history—they tell the story of early Oregon statehood 

and the Great Depression of the 1930’s.  This area 

should be treated respectfully, like our elders. 

 

This activity requires exploration of the South Falls 

Historic District as well as areas adjacent to the Main 

Parking Lot—Picnic Shelter B and the bridge between 

Picnic D and E.  Set rules for moving in these areas.  

Determine the time and place to meet up. 

 

As finishing, gather all groups together and review what 

students found and learned from their findings.  Prepare 

the group for their next activity. 

 

 

PREPPING 

ACTIVITIES: 

 

Print these double-

sided. 

   

Tri-fold the sheet 

like a brochure.  

The top sheet is the 

outside.  The 

bottom sheet is the 

inside. 

 

After folding, cut 

across the middle. 


