
 

 

SILVER FALLS STATE PARK 

Self-Guided Activity Instructions  
 

 

 

BIRD SEARCH 
 

PURPOSE: 

To familiarize students with bird markings, habits, 

habitats, calls, and signs through direct experience.   

 

ACTIVITY LENGTH: 

45 minutes to 1 hour—depending on amount of time 

available. 

 

ACTIVITY AGE: 

Geared towards 3rd to 6th grades.  Can be used with 

younger ages with more guidance. 

 

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 

Intended to be used in chaperoned groups of 5 or 6. 

 

RECOMMENDED LOCATION(S): 

South Falls Day Use Area, Campground Nature Trail. 

 

PREPARATION & MATERIALS: 

Print activities double-sided.  Fold and cut.  Each student 

will need a booklet and a pencil.  You may choose to 

have one “recorder” per group instead.  OPTIONAL:  A 

park bird list, camera, binoculars, and a field guide are 

helpful, but not necessary! 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

There are more than 9,000 species of birds in the world.  

At Silver Falls, you can find over 110 different species, 11 

of which are considered rare, threatened, or endangered 

species.  Of all wildlife, birds are a good place to begin 

study because of their abundance, diversity, and 

tolerance for humans.  With a few identification skills, a 

pair of binoculars, and a field guide, anyone can become a 

birdwatcher in the outdoors.  Whether it is the challenge 

of finding a rare bird or just getting outside, recreational 

birding is increasing the public’s knowledge of natural 

resources and has become an important means of 

advancing the conservation of birds and management of 

their habitat. 

 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Separate students into their chaperoned groups (1 

chaperone per 5 or 6 students.)  Explain that students 

are going to be heading out to search for birds and signs 

of birds.  Give each student (or group) a “Bird Search” 

with four categories of items to look for:  1) Bird Signs, 

2) Food, 3) Behavior, 4) Feathers.  Students should check 

off each item they find.  

 

Let students know that they should leave all items where 

they found them for other visitors to enjoy.  It is illegal 

to take bird feathers or any other object from the park.  

Nests should not be disturbed, especially in the spring.   

 

Determine the “boundaries” for the activity—generally, 

birds are found near water and brushy edge habitats.  

Birding is most successful in the morning and early 

evening—most animals rest during the heat of the day.  

Determine the time and place to meet up. 

 

As finishing, gather all groups together and review what 

students found and learned from their findings.  Prepare 

the group for their next activity. 

 

 

PREPPING 

ACTIVITIES: 

 

Print these 

double-sided. 

   

Tri-fold the 

sheet like a 

brochure.  The 

top sheet is the 

outside.  The 

bottom sheet is 

the inside. 

 

After folding, 

cut across the 

middle. 


