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Salamandridae (Newts, Salamanders, Ensatinas) 
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Squamata (Snakes) 

Rough-skinned Newt-Taricha granulosa 

Pacific Giant Salamander-Dicamptodon 

Tenebrus 

Ensatina-Ensatina eschscholtztii oregonensis 

Oregon Slender Salamander– Batrachoseps 

wrighti 

Cascade Torrent Salamander-Rhyacotriton cas-

cadae 

Clouded Salamander– Aneides ferreus 

Dunn’s Salamander-Plethodon dunni 

Western Red-backed Salamander—

Plethodon vehiculum 

Northwestern Salamander—Ambystoma 

gracile 

Western Long-toed Salamander—A. Macro-

dactylum macrodactylum 

Testudines (Turtles) 

None known. 

 

Squamata (Lizards) 

Northern Alligator Lizard- Elaria coerulea 

 

Western Fence Lizard—Sceloporus occidentalis 

Pacific Tree Frog- Hyla regilla 

Northern Red-legged Frog- Rana aurora 

Coastal Tailed Frog—Ascaphus truei  

 

Anura (Frogs and Toads) 

Rubber Boa—Charina Bottae 

Ring-Necked Snake—Diadophis punctatus 

Red-spotted Garter Snake—Thamnophis 

sirtalis concinnus 

 

Northwestern Garter Snake- Thamnophis ordi-

noides 

Common Garter Snake- Thamnophis sirtalis 

 

Northern Alligator Lizard 

 

Pacific Tree Frog 

Rough Skinned Newt 

Northwestern Garter 

Snake 
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Carnivora (Cats, Dogs, Weasels, Bears, etc.) 

Western Spotted Skunk- Spilogale gracilis 

Striped Skunk- Mephitis mephitis  

Cascade Weasel- Mustella longicauda saturate 

Long-tailed Weasel-Mustela frenata 

Ermine-Mustela erminea 

Coyote- Canis latrans 

Oregon Bobcat- Lynx rufus fasciatus 

Mountain Lion “Cougar”- Felidae puma con-

color 

Western Mink- Lutrola vison enerhumenos 

Pacific Raccoon- Procyon lotor excelsus 

Pacific Marten- Martes caurina  

Black Bear- Euaretos americanus albifrontalis 

Red Fox-Vulpes vulpes 

River Otter-Lontra canadensis 

Trowbridge Shrew-Sorex trowbridgii trowbridgii 

Baird Dusky Shrew-Sorex obscurus bairdii 

Vagrant Shrew-Sorex vagrans vagrans 

Gibs Shrew-Mole-Neurotichus gibsii gibsii 

Coast Mole– Scapanus townsendii townsendii 

Rodentia (Mice, Rats, Gophers, Squirrels) 

Douglas Ground Squirrel “Gray Digger”-         

Citellus douglasii douglasii 

Northern Flying Squirrel- Glaucomys sabrinus 

Townsend Chipmunk- Eutamias townsendii     

townsendii           

Douglas Squirrel “Pine Squirrel”- Tamiasciurus 

douglasii douglasii 

Western Bushy-tailed Wood Rat- Neotoma       

cinerea occidentalis 

Ruddy Deer Mouse- Peromyscus maniculatus 

rubidus 

Oregon Creeping Mouse “Meadow Mouse” 

Microtus oregoni oregoni 

Northwest Jumping Mouse- Zapus trinotatus 

trinotatus 

Mazama Pocket Gopher- Thomomys montico-

la mazama 

Brown Mountain Beaver- Aplodontia rufa 

rufa 

American Beaver- Castoridae canadensis 

Lagomotpha (Rabbits and Conise) 

Washington Snowshoe Hare- Lepus bairdii washingtoni 

Brush Rabbit—Sylvilagus bachmani 

Eastern Cottontail—Sylvilagus florida-

nus 

Mountain Cottontail—Sylvilagus nut-

talli 

Artiodactyla (Deer, Elk, Mountain Goats) 

Black-tailed Deer- Odocoileus columbianus   co-

lumbianus 

Roosevelt Elk- Cervus canadensis roosevelti 
 

Western Spotted Skunk Townsend Chipmunk 

Washington Snowshoe Hare 

Mountain Lion 
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Chestnut-backed Chickadee (Poecile ru-

fescens) These ruddy variants of 

the Chickadee are recognized by 

not only their color, but by their 

call of chick zee zee which is 

higher and hoarser than their 

cousins. They also lack the whis-

tled song of the Black Capped 

Chickadee 

 

The Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus) This 

acrobatic bird is a year round 

resident at Silver Falls who is 

very social. Both the male and 

female will incubate the eggs, 

sometimes even at the same 

time. 

 

Tits and Chickadees 
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 Black-capped Chickadee, (Poecile atricapillus) 

These charming birds recognized by 

their chick a dee dee dee call are fun to 

watch and are admired for eating 

many garden pests.  In the wild they are 

hole-nesters, preferring soft wood.  

They build their nests out of moss, feathers, fur, hair, 

and insect cocoons. 
 

 

Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli) This bird is 

distinguished from all other North American chicka-

dees by its white eyestripe. However, 

like other Chickadees, this bird can go 

into a torpor (period of reduced metabo-

lism, heart rate, respiration, and body 

temperature) at night to save energy. 

 

Woodpeckers 

Vireos 

Cassin's Vireo (Vireo cassinii) is a 

small North American songbird. 

They are known for their incessant 

singing. This bird was formerly 

grouped together with two other 

vieros under the title Solitary 

Vireo.  We now know they 

are distinct species. 

 

Downy       Hairy 

Woodpecker    Woodpecker 

Red-breasted Sapsucker 

(Sphyrapicus ruber) You know 

you are in their neck of the woods 

when you find a tree with evenly 

spaced small holes in a line. These 

redheads are known to revisit their 

same holes in hopes of more sap 

and insects. 

 

Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) is the 

smallest woodpecker in North 

America. Other than their size, 

they are almost indistinguishable 

from the larger Hairy Woodpeck-

er. These two distinct species are 

able to coexist thanks to that dif-

ference in size and the difference 

in size of their food. 

 

The Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides 

villosus) is a medium sized wood-

pecker and genetically distinct from 

the Downy Woodpecker.  Like most 

woodpeckers, they are identified as 

such by their ability to cling to the 

trunk of the tree and appear to be de-

fying gravity. The arrangement of 

their toes is what liberates them from 

having to stand flat-footed like you and I. 

 

 

The Northern Flicker (Colaptes 

auratus) is a medium-sized mem-

ber of the woodpecker family. It is 

one of the few woodpecker spe-

cies that migrates, and is the only 

woodpecker that commonly feeds 

on the ground. With its distinct 

call of Wokka Wokka Wokka, you may mistake 

this unique bird for one of the Muppets. 

 

 

The Pileated Woodpecker 

(Dryocopus pileatus) is a very 

large North American woodpeck-

er. Pileated woodpeckers have a 

very special talent.  They can 

stick their tongue out twice the 

length of their head.  This is be-

cause it is anchored near the right 

eye or in their nostril.  It circles 

over and behind their brain.  A burrowing insect 

hardly stands a chance against such an amazing 

tool! 

 

 

 

© Two Nation 

Birding Vacation 

© Bates Littlehales 
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 Hutton's Vireo, Vireo huttoni, is 

a small songbird. What makes 

this bird unique is that unlike 

most Vireos, who either live or 

migrate to the tropics, this bird is  

a year round resident at the park.  

 

Western Warbling Vireo, Vireo 

gilvus, This member of the Vireo 

family sings its own song.  More 

closely resembling that of the Pur-

ple finch than other Vireos. 

Swallows 

The Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor)  This 

amazingly iridescent blue-green 

bird is a pest killing machine.  

With its slightly forked tail, it 

swoops down on horseflies, 

moths, wasps, beetles, and 

grasshoppers, consuming them 

mid flight.  

 

The adult Violet-green Swallow, (Tachycineta 

thalassina) has velvet green up-

perparts with white underparts and 

a forked tail.  While this bird is 

often seen in the same areas as the 

Tree Swallow, it is not closely 

related.  This swallow also utiliz-

es abandoned bluebird nests and 

has even been recorded assisting a pair of Western 

Bluebirds in rearing their young. After the blue-

birds had fledged, the swallows were allowed to 

use the nest. 

 

 

The Northern Rough-winged Swallows 

(Stelgidopteryx serripennis) are similar in appear-

ance to the Bank Swallow but have a dusky throat 

and breast. "Rough-winged" refers to the serrated 

edge feathers on the wing of 

this bird; this feature would 

only be apparent when holding 

this bird. The purpose for these 

feathers is not known.  One of 

the most interesting habitats 

that they have used for a nest is the inside of a 

civil war cannon. 

 

The Barn Swallow (Hirundo 

rustica erythrogaster) has 

adapted nearly completely to 

nesting in man-made struc-

tures.  Identified by its 

uniquely forked tail, it is rarely found in natural 

settings like caves or crevices anymore.  

 

The Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) 

is a water-lover.  You will recog-

nize it in flight as it catches its next 

meal by its unique orange-buff 

rump.  This bird builds its home of 

mud-pellets and they are highly 

coveted by other birds looking for 

a cozy winter home. 

Shrikes 

The Northern Shrike (Lanius excubitor) is a win-

ter visitor in the park, spending its 

spring and summer in the Alaskan tun-

dra. This bird is nicknamed the butcher-

bird.  It impales its prey (small mam-

mals and birds) on thorns or barbed wire 

similar to a butcher shop cooler. Anoth-

er interesting fact is that due to its advanced 

stomach acid, the shrike can digest a whole 

mouse in under three hours.  It is also a mimic, 

copying sounds of other birds nearby, perhaps 

as a hunting technique. 

Barn Swallow Nest 

© Steve Dowlan © Don DesJardin 

© Greg Gillson 

© Jay W. McGowan 

© W. M. Chu 

© Tom Grey 

© Mike Marsh 

© Denny Mallory 
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 The Vaux's Swift (Chaetura vauxi)  

is often called the flying cigar with 

its crescentic wings and short bluntly 

squared-off tail. As in the picture, 

this bird has the ability to cling to the 

trunk of a tree, using its stiff-spined 

tail for support.  Because of its Brit-

ish namesake the birds name is pro-

nounced "vawks," not "voh" which 

would be the French pronunciation.  

Another interesting fact about this species is that, 

contrary to popular belief, they do not build their 

nests in chimneys, but rather in old growth trees 

and snags. They are made up of twigs and glued 

together with saliva.  

The Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus 

rufus) is a small hummingbird, about 8 cm long 

with a long. It is the smallest bird 

in the Willamette Valley. 

Flycatchers 

The Olive-sided Flycatcher 

(Contopus cooperi) is a medium-

sized tyrant flycatcher.  Adults are 

dark olive on the face, upperparts and 

flanks. They have light underparts, a 

large dark bill and a short tail. 

 

The Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus) 

is a small Tyrant flycatcher. Adults are 

grey-olive on the upperparts with light 

underparts, washed with olive on the 

breast. They have two wing bars and a 

dark bill.  

 

The Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax 

traillii) is a small insect-eating bird 

of the tyrant flycatcher family. 

Adults have brown-olive up-

perparts, darker on the wings and 

tail, with whitish underparts; they 

have an indistinct white eye ring, 

white wing bars and a small bill. 

The breast is washed with olive-

grey. The upper part of the bill is grey; the low-

er part is orangish. 

 

Hammond's Flycatcher (Empidonax 

hammondii) is a small insect-eating 

bird. Adults have grayish-olive up-

perparts, darker on the wings and tail, 

with whitish underparts; they have a 

conspicuous white eye ring, white 

wing bars, a small bill and a short 

tail. The breast is washed with grey and the 

sides of the belly with yellow. 

 

The Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax 

difficilis) is a small insectivorous bird 

with olive-brown upperparts, yellow 

throat and belly, and an olive-gray 

breast. The eye-ring is white and the 

wings are dark with two pale bars. 

The bill is long with a dark upper 

mandible and bright yellow lower 

mandible.  

Kingfishers 

The Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) is a 

large, conspicuous and noisy 

kingfisher, 28–32 cm long, 

with deep blue or bluish-

grey plumage with white 

markings, a shaggy crest and 

a broad white collar around the neck. Females 

have a rusty band along the sides of the belly, 

making this one of the less common cases 

found in North America where the  

female is more  

decorated than the male. 

Willow Flycatcher 

© Dean E. Biggins  

© Audobon Society 

of Portland 

© David L. Ross 

© Bill Schmoker 

© Dave Cagnolatti  

© Peter LaTourrette 

© thebirdguide.com 
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The Western Screech Owl (Megascops ken-

nicottii) is a small owl.  Adults 

have either brown or dark grey 

plumage with streaking on the 

underparts. They have a round 

head with ear tufts, yellow eyes 

and a yellowish bill. 

 

The Great Horned Owl (Bubo vir-

ginianus) is a large owl.  Females are 

larger than males. Adults have large 

ear tufts, a reddish, brown or gray face 

and a white patch on the throat. The 

iris is yellow. The ear tufts are not 

actually ears, but simply tufts of 

feathers. The underparts are light 

with brown barring; the upper parts are mottled 

brown. 

 

The Northern Pygmy-owl (Glaucidium gnoma) is 

a small owl.  Adults are gray, 

brownish-gray or rufous in col-

or. This owl has a round white 

spotted head, weakly defined 

facial disc, and dark upper 

breast, 

wings and 

tail, the latter quite long com-

pared to other owls. The eyes 

are yellow and the bill is yel-

lowish-green. The bird has 2 

black nape spots outlined in 

white on the back of its head, which look like eyes. 

The mid to lower breast is white with darker verti-

cal streaking. Legs are feathered down to the four 

well-armed toes on each foot. 

 

The Barred Owl (Strix varia) is a large typical 

owl. This import from the east 

coast has many concerned.  In 

addition to this bird’s aggressive 

nature, its varied eating habits 

and ability to hunt in both old 

and new-growth forests are dis-

placing many Spotted Owls of the area.   

The Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis) has cross-

shaped markings on the underparts whereas the 

Barred Owl is alternately barred on the breast 

and streaked on the belly. 

Barred Owls are larger 

and grayer than Spotted 

Owls. In recent years the 

California and Northern 

subspecies of Spotted Owl 

have been displaced by 

Barred Owls, which are 

more aggressive, have a broader diet and occur 

in more varied habitats. Though the two species 

may hybridize in areas where displacement is 

occurring, they are quite genetically distinct, 

for example, differing 13.9% in certain gene 

sequences. 

 

The Great Grey Owl (Strix nebulosa) is a very 

large owl. Adults have a big, rounded head with 

a grey face and yellow eyes 

with darker circles around 

them. The underparts are 

light with dark streaks; the 

upper parts are grey with pale 

bars. This owl does not have 

ear tufts and has the largest 

"facial disc" of any raptor. 

 

The Long-eared Owl (Asio otus) has erect 

blackish ear-tufts, which are posi-

tioned in the center of the head. The 

female is larger in size and darker in 

coloration than the male. The Long-

eared Owl’s brownish feathers are 

vertically streaked. Tarsus and toes 

are entirely feathered. Eye disks 

are also characteristic in this spe-

cies. 

 

The Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus) is a 

small owl. They have a large round light grey 

face with brown streaks, a dark 

bill and yellow eyes. The under-

parts are pale with dark streaks; 

the upper parts are brown with 

white spots. 

Great Horned Owl 

© Dan Lockshaw  

© Roger Tory Peterson 

© Stephen Dowlan 

© Stephen Dowlan 

© Stephen Dowlan 

© Stephen Dowlan 

© Stephen Dowlan 

© Don Getty 

© California Academy of Sciences 
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The Band-tailed Pigeon (Columba fasciata) is a 

medium-sized bird of the 

Americas. An Oregon study 

found that the average dis-

tance a Band-tailed Pigeon 

traveled from its nest to a 

feeding site was 5 km (3.1 

mi). Populations are declining 

in most areas. 

 

The Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) is anoth-

er American native. During nest-building, the fe-

male stays at the nest and the male collects sticks. 

He stands on her back to give 

her the nest material. She takes 

it and weaves it into the nest.  

 

The Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) was first 

introduced to North America 

in 1606 at Port Royal, Nova 

Scotia. Because of their do-

mestic roots, and because peo-

ple have bred pigeons for 

many different colors and 

adornments, feral Rock Pi-

geons can have a variety of 

plumages. 

Sooty Grouse 

© Christopher Crowley 

Grouse and Quail 

The Sooty Grouse (Dendragapus fuliginosus) are 

foragers of the forest dining on 

Douglas Fir needles. To woo its 

mate, this grouse fills its brightly 

colored air sacs to let out series 

of low-toned hoots that no female 

Sooty Grouse can resist. 

 

The Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) is a medi-

um-sized grouse occurring in forests. This bird 

uses its feet to attract its mate.  Once it has found a 

suitable drumming log, it woos 

its female with passionate drum 

beats which can be heard from 

over a mile away and some im-

pressive strutting. 

The Mountain Quail (Oreortyx pictus) is a 

small ground-dwelling bird. 

These birds are easily recog-

nized by their top knots, which 

are shorter in the female. The 

Mountain Quail is the largest 

quail in the United States. © Patrick Coin 

© Ms. Dekan 

© Evan McGrath 

© Ron Dexter 
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 The Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) is a 

small hawk and is listed as a 

species of concern in several 

states. After the young leave the 

nest, the adults pass food to the 

young in mid-air. The parents 

give the prize to the first young 

hawk to reach them, hovering briefly and kicking 

the prey outward just as the fledgling arrives. 

 

 

The Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) is the 

most common and widespread hawk in 

North America, the Red-tailed Hawk is 

a bird of open country.  The raspy cry 

of the Red-tailed Hawk is often used in 

movies to represent eagles and hawks. 

 

The Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus), unlike 

other hawks, relies on its hearing as 

well as its vision to capture prey. 

The feathers of the face are stiff to 

help transmit sound, and it shows a 

pronounced "facial disk," much like 

that of an owl.  

 

One of the largest birds of prey in North Ameri-

ca, the Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 

eats almost exclusively fish. Osprey 

numbers declined drastically in 

1950-1970s, from pesticide poison-

ing and eggshell thinning. After the 

ban on DDT, populations increased 

rapidly. The Osprey is a fish-eating 

specialist, with live fish accounting for about 

99% of its diet. Barbed pads on the soles of its 

feet help it grip slippery fish. When an Osprey 

takes a large fish to its nest, it carries the fish 

headfirst to make it as aerodynamic as possible. 

 

 
 

Perhaps the most colorful raptor in the world, 

the American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) is the 

most common falcon in North America. It is the 

smallest falcon in North America—

about the size of an American Rob-

in. 

 

 

 

Wrens 

House Wren 

The House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) is a small 

brown songbird. When a male House 

Wren claims a cavity for nesting he 

begins bringing sticks. He may put 

more than 400 sticks into one cavity. 

When a female pairs with the male 

she takes over nest building and adds the nest cup 

and lining. 

 

The Winter Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes) is a 

remarkable continuous stream of 

melodious notes and trills, lasting 5 

to 10 seconds. Songs vary by region. 

Winter Wrens in western North 

America have more complex songs 

than eastern Winter Wrens. The western songs 

have about 36 notes per second on average, while 

the eastern songs have 16 notes per second.  

 

The Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) is 

a wren native to North Ameri-

ca. The male Bewick's Wren 

learns its song while still on the 

parents' territory. It learns the 

song not from its father, but 

rather from the neighboring territorial males. 

The song repertoire developed before the first 

winter is retained for life. 

 

A common and noisy inhabitant of cattail 

marshes, the Marsh Wren 

(Cistothorus palustris) sings all 

day and throughout the night. 

Eastern and western popula-

tions of the Marsh Wren show 

slight differences in appearance, but large dif-

ferences in song. In general, western birds are 

paler and drabber, and sing less musical songs.  

© Arthur Morris 
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 The Steller’s Jay (Cyanocitta 

stelleri) is  striking crested bird of 

bright blue and black and is a 

familiar sight around 

campgrounds in the mountains. 

Steller's and Blue jays are the 

only North American jays with crests. The Blue 

Jay is expanding its range westward. Where they 

meet, the two species occasionally interbreed and 

produce hybrids. 

 

The Western Scrub Jay (Aphelocoma californica) 

 is a common sites at bird-

feeders throughout the valley.  

In the wild the Western Scrub

-Jay feeds on a variety of 

foods as well as parasites on 

the body of mule deer, hop-

ping over the body and head of the deer to get 

them. The deer often help the jays by standing still 

and holding their ears up.  

 

The familiar American Crow (Corvus 

brachyrhynchos) is widespread 

and known for its cleverness.  

The American Crow appears to 

be the biggest victim of West 

Nile virus, a disease recently 

introduced to North America. 

Crows die within one week of infection, and 

few seem able to survive exposure. No other 

North American bird is dying at the same rate 

from the disease, and the loss of crows in some 

areas has been severe. Trivia Note: A group of 

crows is called a murder. 

 

The Common Raven (Corvus 

corax principalis) is the largest 

of the songbirds. The Common 

Raven is an acrobatic flier. It 

frequently is seen to make rolls 

and somersaults in the air. It has even been 

observed flying upside down for as far as 0.62 

miles. 

Blackbirds 

Red Wing Blackbird 

 

Different populations and subspecies of Red-

winged Blackbirds (Agelaius 

phoeniceus)  vary markedly in 

size and proportions. An experi-

ment was conducted that moved 

nestlings be-

tween popula-

tions and found that the chicks 

grew up to resemble their foster 

parents. This study indicated that 

much of the difference seen be-

tween populations is the result of 

the different environments. 

 

A shiny blue-green black-

bird, the Brewer's Black-

bird (Euphagus cyanocepha-

lus) is common in agricultur-

al and suburban habitats of 

the West. Within a colony 

most females choose the same kind of nest site, 

indicating that females follow the lead of the first 

nest builders. A colony may change its nest prefer-

ence from year to year, building all nests in small 

bushes one year, and in tall trees the next. 

 

Its brilliant yellow head, together with its loud, 

rusty-hinge call, make the Yellow-headed 

Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) a 

conspicuous presence in western 

wetlands. It places its nest over 

water, attached to cattails and 

reeds. The Yellow-headed 

Blackbird often nests in the same 

marsh as the Red-winged Black-

bird and is dominant to the Red-

wing by displacing the smaller 

blackbird from the prime nesting spots. 

 

The Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) 

is the only brood parasite 

common across North Ameri-

ca. A female cowbird makes 

no nest of her own, but instead 

lays her eggs in the nests of 

other bird species, who then 

raise the young cowbirds. 

Male 

Female 
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 The Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melano-

cephalus) prefers to live in deciduous 

and mixed wooded areas. It likes to 

be in areas where there are large 

trees as well as thick bushes. The 

female Black-headed Grosbeak com-

monly sings a simplified version of 

the male song. Occasionally, the female sings full 

"male" song, apparently to deceive its mate about 

the presence of intruders and force him to spend 

more time at the nest.  

 

The Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vesperti-

nus) is a large finch. The Evening Gros-

beak’s bill is bone colored during winter, 

but it undergoes a dramatic change in 

pigmentation in early spring. Its new 

colour matches precisely the green of 

fresh deciduous buds of the spruce 

boughs around the site where the bird’s nest will be 

built a few weeks hence. 

 

The Purple Finch(Carpodacus purpureus) is a 

small finch of the Rosefinch 

genus. It feeds on flowers by 

crushing the base to get the nec-

tar and leaving the upper flower 

undamaged. In a similar action, 

it often feeds on the seeds of fruits rather than the 

pulp. 

 

The House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus) is com-

monly confused with the Purple 

Finch.  It was originally a bird of 

the southwestern United States and 

Mexico. In 1940 a small number of 

finches were turned loose on Long 

Island, New York, and they quickly 

started breeding. They spread across the entire 

eastern United States and southern Canada within 

the next 50 years.  

 

Pine Siskins (Carduelis pinus) 

are very social finches. They will 

build nests adjacent to each other, 

with only a few feet in between 

them. Migration by this bird is 

highly variable, probably 

related to food supply. Large 

numbers may move south in some years; hardly 

any in others. A group of finches has many collec-

tive nouns, including "a charm of finches", "a com-

pany of finches", and a "trembling of finches."  

The American Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis) 

changes from winter plumage to breeding 

plumage by a complete molt of 

its body feathers. It is the only 

member of its family to have 

this second molt in the spring; 

all the other species have just 

one molt each year in the fall.  

 

The Lesser Goldfinch (Carduelis psaltria) is a 

small finch with a dark green back here in the 

west, unlike its eastern counter-

part who has a black back. This 

bird forages in shrubs, brush, 

weedy fields for seeds and in-

sects. Its preferred habitats in-

clude oak savannas, woodlands, 

and suburban gardens. 

 

The Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) is a 

medium sized songbird with very unique color-

ing and eyes.  This bird’s eyes 

give new meaning to the 

phrase “seeing red.” Watch a 

Spotted Towhee feeding on 

the ground; you'll probably 

observe its two-footed, back-

wards-scratching hop. This 

"double-scratching" is used by a number of 

towhee and sparrow species to unearth the 

seeds and small invertebrates they feed on.  

 

The Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sand-

wichensis) is a very variable species, with nu-

merous subspecies, several of 

which have been split as separate 

species at various times. The 

different forms vary principally 

in the darkness of the plumage. 

It can be distinguished by its 

pale yellow or white eyebrows. 

 

The Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) , of 

which the Oregon Junco is a form, is a common 

site in winter as it forages for 

seeds and insects.  No other 

sparrow is so clearly marked 

with white outer tail feathers. 

Savannah Sparrow 
© E.J. Peiker 

©Whatbird.com 

© www.blumtn.org 

© www.martinreid.com 

© Steve Ting  
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 The Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina) is 

probably best known for its dry, 

trilling song. Instead of having 

simple molts like most birds and 

changing its body feathers once 

or twice a year, the Chipping Sparrow may change 

the feathers of its face and throat up to six times in 

one year. The rest of the body feathers are only 

replaced once or twice in the same period. 

 

 

The Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atri-

capilla) is another winter visitor at the park.  Be-

cause it breeds farther north, 

the plumage we see is more 

variable, with a small, dull 

gold patch and no black on 

either side. The song is a 

three-note whistle, descend-

ing in pitch. It is very distinctive, and often de-

scribed as "oh-dear-me".  

 

Elegantly marked in gray, 

brown, black, and white, the 

White-crowned Sparrow 

(Zonotrichia leucophrys) is 

one of the best-studied song-

birds in North America. Much 

of our knowledge of bird song and development is 

based on studies of this species. Because male 

White-crowned Sparrows learn the songs they 

grew up with and do not travel far from where 

they were raised, song dialects frequently form. 

Males on the edge of two dialects may be bilin-

gual and able to sing both dialects. 

 

The Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca)  is a 

large, boldly striped sparrow of 

scrubby boreal forest and moun-

tain chaparral.  Oregon is visit-

ed by both the sooty and the 

large billed form. In Span-

ish, it is called Chingolo zorruno. 

 

The Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) is 

readily recognized by its streaked breast and 

large central spot. It lives up to its name, being 

one of the most persistent singers throughout 

the spring and summer. Laboratory studies have 

shown that the female Song 

Sparrow is attracted not just to 

the song itself, but to how well 

it reflects the ability of the 

male to learn. Males that 

used more learned compo-

nents in their songs and that better matched 

their song tutors (the adult bird they learned 

their songs from) were preferred.  

 

Nuthatches and Creepers 

Non-breeding Golden-

crowned Sparrow 

The White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) 

can be seen hopping headfirst down 

the trunks of trees in search of insect 

food. Nuthatches gather nuts and 

seeds, jam them into tree bark, and 

hammer or "hatch" the food open 

with their bills.  

 

The Red-breasted Nuthatch is a characteristic 

bird of spruce and fir forests. The Red-breasted 

Nuthatch applies sticky conifer resin 

globules to the entrance of its nest 

hole. It may carry the resin in its bill 

or on pieces of bark that it uses as an 

applicator. The male puts the resin primarily 

around the outside of the hole while the female 

puts it around the inside. The resin may help to 

keep out predators or competitors. The nuthatch 

avoids the resin by diving directly through the 

hole. 

 

The Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) is a 

small songbird, the only North American mem-

ber of the treecreeper family Certhi-

idae. It creeps along tree trunks, 

spiraling upward, picking inverte-

brates from the bark with its curved 

and pointed bill. 

 

 

© Jim Dunn 

© www.thebirdguide.com 
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Yellow Warbler Nest 

The Orange-crowned Warbler (Vermivora cela-

ta) is distinguishable from other 

warblers by their lack of wing 

bars, streaking on the underparts, 

strong face marking or bright 

coloring. The boreal-nesting form 

of the Orange-crowned Warbler has one of the 

latest fall migrations of any warbler, not leaving its 

Canadian breeding grounds until late September or 

October.  

 

Although many warblers are yellow, the Yellow 

Warbler (Dendroica petechia) 

is the most extensively yellow 

of any species.  

The nests of the Yellow War-

bler are frequently parasitized 

by the Brown-headed Cowbird. 

The warbler often builds a new nest directly on top 

of the parasitized one, sometimes resulting in nests 

with up to six tiers. 

 

The Yellow-rumped Warbler 

(Dendroica coronata) is the only 

warbler able to digest the waxes 

found in bayberries and wax 

myrtles. Its ability to use these 

fruits allows it to winter farther north than other 

warblers, sometimes as far north as Newfoundland. 

 

The Black-throated Gray Warbler (Dendroica 

nigrescens) is considered a short-distance migrant, 

moving from its breeding areas in the western 

United States only as far south as 

Mexico. Migrating warblers fol-

low mountain ranges and the Pa-

cific coastline southward. 

 

On the wintering ground in Mexi-

co, the Townsend's Warbler (Dendroica 

townsendi) feeds extensively on the sugary 

excretions of scale insects. 

Although the warbler usual-

ly forages in the tops of 

trees, it will use patches of 

the honeydew-producing 

insects at whatever height it finds them. It will 

defend territories around trees infested with the 

insects against other Townsend's Warblers as 

well as other bird species. 

 

A skulking masked warbler of wet thickets, the 

Common Yellowthroat War-

bler (Geothlypis trichas) is far 

more frequently heard than 

seen. Its "wich-i-ty, wich-i-ty, 

wich-i-ty" can be heard from the 

Yukon to Newfoundland, and 

from southern Florida to southern Mexico. 

 

A common warbler of willow thickets in the 

West and across Canada, the Wil-

son's Warbler (Wilsonia pusilla) is 

easily identified by its yellow under-

parts and black cap. 

 

 

Kinglets 

A tiny, continuously active bird, the Golden-

crowned Kinglet (Regulus 

satrapa) is most frequently 

found in coniferous woods. 

The female Golden-crowned 

Kinglet feeds her large brood 

only on the first day after they 

leave the nest. She then starts 

laying the second set of eggs while the male takes 

care of the first brood. Despite having eight or nine 

young to feed, the male manages to feed them, 

himself, and occasionally the incubating female 

too. Each of the Golden-crowned Kinglet's nostrils 

are covered by a single, tiny feather. 

One of North America's smallest birds, the Ru-

by-crowned Kinglet 

(Regulus calendula) can 

be recognized by its 

constant wing-flicking. 

The male shows its red 

crown only infrequently. 

The Ruby-crowned Kinglet is a tiny bird that 

lays a very large clutch of eggs. Although the 

eggs themselves weigh only 0.65 g (0.02 oz), 

an entire clutch can weigh as much as the fe-

male herself. 

 

 

© Marcel Gahbauer 



o 
Herons 

B
ir

d
s

 C
o

n
ti

n
u

e
d

 

  
 

 The Great Blue Heron is the largest and most 

widespread heron in North America. 

Although the Great Blue Heron eats 

primarily fish, it is adaptable and 

willing to eat other animals as well. 

Several studies have found that voles 

(mice) were a very important part of the diet, 

making up nearly half of what was fed to nest-

lings in Idaho. Occasionally a heron will choke 

to death trying to eat a fish that is too large to 

swallow.  

  

Turkey Vulture 

Ducks 

One of the most familiar of ducks, the Mallard 

(Anas platyrhynchos) is found throughout North 

America and all across Eurasia. The Mallard is 

the ancestor of nearly all domestic duck breeds 

(everything except the Muscovy Duck).  

 

Vultures 

The Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) is a scaven-

ger and feeds almost exclusively on carrion. It 

plays an important role in the ecosystem by dispos-

ing of carrion which would otherwise be a breeding 

ground for disease. 

Nightjars 

Pursuing flying insects at dusk and dawn, the 

Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) can be 

seen flying its floppy flight in rural or urban areas. 

Its white wing patches and eratic flight make it 

look like a big bat with headlights, and it is known 

in some areas as the "bullbat."  

Plovers 

The most widespread and familiar of the 

American plovers, the Killdeer is fa-

mous for pretending to have a broken 

wing to lure predators from their nest. 
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 A chunky bird of western streams, the American 

Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) is North America's 

only truly aquatic songbird. It catches all of its 

food underwater in swiftly flowing streams by 

swimming and walking on the stream bottom. Un-

like most other songbirds, but similarly to ducks, 

the American Dipper molts its 

wing and tail feathers all at 

once in the late summer. The 

bird is flightless during this 

time. It is also known as a 

Water Ouzel  

Cedar Waxwing 

Waxwings 

The name "waxwing" in Cedar 

Waxwing (Bombycilla 

cedrorum) comes from the 

waxy red appendages found in 

variable numbers on the tips of 

the secondaries of some birds. 

The exact function of these tips is not known, 

but they may serve a signaling function in mate 

selection. Many aspects of its life, from its no-

madic habits to its late breeding season, may be 

traced to its dependence upon fruit. 

Starlings 

Beginning with 100 individuals introduced into 

Central Park in New York City in the early 1890s, 

the European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) has be-

come one of the most numerous birds on the North 

American continent. Its successful spread is be-

lieved to have come at the expense of many native 

birds that compete with the starling for nest holes. 

Tanagers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The red pigment in the face of the Western Tana-

ger (Piranga ludoviciana) is rhodoxanthin, a pig-

ment rare in birds. It is not manufactured by the 

bird, as are the pigments used by the other red tan-

agers. Instead, it must be acquired from the diet, 

presumably from insects that themselves acquire the 

pigment from plants. 

Meadowlark 

Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) is the 

Oregon State Bird.  The nest of the Western Mead-

owlark usually is partially covered by a grass roof. 

It may be completely open, however, or it may 

have a complete roof and an entrance tunnel sever-

al feet long. 
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American Robin Eggs 

The House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) 
was introduced into North America from its native 

Europe in the 1850s. It successfully spread across 

the continent, and is abundant in urban and agricul-

tural habitats. The House Sparrow is a frequent 

dust bather. It throws soil and dust over its body 

feathers, just as if it were bathing with water. 

Thrushes 

A famous bird throughout the Willamette Valley, 

the American Robin (Turdus 

migratorius) is best known for 

eating worms out of lawns. In 

addition to invertebrates, Rob-

ins also eat berries. When 

they breed, Robins can pro-

duce three successful broods in one year. On aver-

age, though, only 40 percent of nests successfully 

produce young. Only 25 percent of those fledged 

young survive to November. From that point on, 

about half of the robins alive in any year will make 

it to the next. Despite the fact that a lucky robin can 

live to be 14 years old, the entire population turns 

over on average every six years. 

 

 

A large, robin-like thrush of the Pacific Northwest, 

the Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius) 

is a characteristic bird of the mature, 

dark coniferous forests. This species 

is an improbable transatlantic mi-

grant, but there is an accepted west-

ern European record in Great Britain 

in 1982. 

 

The Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) is the 

only member of its genus to 

spend the winter in North Amer-

ica. It changes its diet from eat-

ing nearly entirely insects in 

summer to one of equal parts 

insects and fruit in winter. 

 

The Swainson's Thrush (Catharus ustulatus) 

is distinguished from the other spotted thrushes 

by its obvious eyering and buffy face. The 

Swainson's Thrush is the only woodland thrush 

whose song goes up in 

pitch. 

 

 

 

 


